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91R, | 
IS ſo Unuſual a Com- 


; | 
| plement, to make a Per- 
* fon of your (Quality a 
Judge. 7» 4 Fbilolap ical 
e 


Controverſie, that it will be Ads 
mir'd a? by thoſe. who do not kyow 
you ; and, [ fear, ſcarce Accepted by 
your ſelf, Such Studits do ſo ſeldom 
colour with the Profeſſion of a Gentle» 
man, . that He muſt he much rais'd 
oye ,oo8 COMM, Fy as wo 
the Eſteem of - being ' fit for ſuch an 
Unprage. L, 7 held, not only, a 
Lover of Learning, #ut a Diſcerner 
teo in that Higheſt Sort of Knows 
ledge, 1 ſuch a Starry Embelliſhe 
ment to a Noble Extratlion, and 
ſets ſuch a Deep Stamp of Honour 
pon it, that it gives a Double Tins» 
ure of ExcedJency to ſuch Iluſtrious 
Perſons, and ranks them in the Firſt 
[A 2] File 
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File of Heroes. 7s tb# Time of Au- 
uſtus, when the Roman, Leaning 
was in its Z.cnith,. ſuch Famous Wer W 
thies might have been cafily net þ # 
with ; but they are ſo Rare nor, 4 
days, that they ſeem Uncouth, art! - 
look like Monſters: And ſuch, in- 
deed, they are, in Scaliger's Phraſe ; 
tbat is, Monſters. of 'PerfeCtion,. 
Great Men do generally, now, fo un- 
dervalue Learning, ard *tis ſo des 
ſpicably-Lirtle z» their Eye, as if 
they took a View of it at the Wron 
End of the Proſpeftive. 7he Noble | 
$ir Kenelm" Digby, rhe Fonoarable | 
Mr. Boy le, and ſome few others;' | 
have reſcu'd the Univerſality of their 
Pecrs [rom this Imputation ; But, 
now that they have left 'us, fuch 
Perſonages are Jo very thin-ſown, 
that, for any thinz we ſee, there are 
but Few left, beftdes your ſelf, who 
give us any Proſpett of keeping alive 
a Succeſſion of Mex, endow'd with 
that Renowned CharaQer, 
Tet, * 


. _ — 
SS — | "oY = tt. > *« 4%< 


_ \ 


_ ._ , Dedicatory. 

Tet, Ignorance and Folly are 
+ Ignoble Blemiſhes, that KNOW- 
2GE, in Common, does /?i/ up- 


oy 


Jd it ſelf, with the Generality of 


. Mankind, 'in a Fair Eſteem : | But, 
this Thing, cal'd [ PHILOSO- 

PHT, ] tooks like ſuch a Bug-bear to 
moſt of our Modern Great Ones, that 


the very Name. and Sound of ir 
puts them in a Marvelous Fright ; 
whence, 'tis no wonder Men do not 
loye, or eſteem Arhiable, what they 
fear, and look npþon as Hideous. 
Whereas, indeed, the Study of Phis 
loſophy 7s no more but the Improve- 


- ment of our Reaſon, ( by which we 


are Men, )-in Reading, and ( to a 
fair \ Degree') Underltanding he 
Book of the World ; or, in Knowing 
thoſe Things, with which, whether 
we will or no, we muſt Converſe, 
and be Concern'd daily.. Certainly, 
their Palate is mich out of Taſte, 
tho cannot reliſh, a Benefit /o Natu- 
tal 7o our Soul; but think it below 
[A 3] the 
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the Station of a Gentleman, to te- 
gard jt. 7 tould wiſh ſach Men 
Weald leaſe to reflett upon what 
kind #. Objefts their Thoughts and 
Aﬀettions are employ d, while the 
neglet This. 7 Uieve i ws /d 
ſhame their Choice, if they duly 
e's what Empty Toys they 
| purſud , and prefert” d efore this 3g» 
d and SubRancial Good, PHI 
LOSOPHY, truly ſich, and right» 
E. - bores v0d, is far from beik freb a 


rightful Thing a thedr mating 


' tion paints © Vis only , 
nad Reaſon, Poliſh'd; Better'd 
" and Elevate by Artand Reflextt i 


" $o that they ws z het at the'Kilttre | 


* ledge of Philoſophy Y, ought, with 

much better Reaſon,.. find fault with 

the Teaching, Perſons of Quality 'to 
Sing, Dance or Play on the Lute : 

' Unleſs they think? # very Prydent and 

| wr yr ts fo give our Voice, Feet 

Fingers the belt Advantages we 


can, to perform their Aftjons artifi- 
cially . 


wy” wor > To i. ia ei ib on of ono a a 


a. a. Mt. _ * WA 


any \fuch Thing 


Dedacatory. 
cially, aud.exatly ; Aut, that 'th 
a very Needleſs Folly ##: perfet the 
Power of :0up, Souls ad 
ey 190 Wiſe, 0. letiit flidl Joze 
on luggifbly; in its Homeſpun Nas 
tive Rudenels, and lie wholly Uncule 
tivated. Nay, ſachGentlemen would 
te anuch; offended their Houſes ſhould 
wot be clean Swept; and Garniſh'd; 
yet," they are not,. in the. leaft, core 
cern' eh! that Cobwebs ſhould bang in 
4 pan oftheit lmecllect, rod 
gnorance.dirh.avd bleat. the 

44; oor rorigaptoaa 
whe 0 where" is thu: Philoſophy. Wy 
this while 2 | Or, ts there, inl1ed, 
tn Nature? Thats 
A, my teaaiRares ſome: /arit 
- they all Agrees F7.% fc, 


words FL the Knowledge of Trikli} 


F fo, then," as. Truth can” Fe} but 
e, /o it ſhould follow, that veis 
canthere be:more thay One P's 
topby which 75+ tbe True. Gnos 
ans, hut all-others are'bat\ nn 1%) 
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Pretended.; . and, . conſequently, 14 
reality, Fabulous, | avd-Exroncous. 
Where, : they, Thall WeIcer nd 
this Ons, 'or-'onlysTiut | Philofos 
phy > Multitudes of . Sells tit, of 
old, ſet up. to drive. the Trade awd 


Profeſſion Philoſaphizing +\>But; 
they all Brekey 1and.ſhut. vp Shop) 
 baving but a wy. «Ghance-GQue 
ſtomers z: except. that. Great Man; 
(.wham $t. Hierome cal/s,\ Ingenii 
Humani Finns,), ARISTOTLE: 
He, iT: fays »afazp, 45 (Hok," 
Poſſeſſion of the\ Schools, Joe Mn 
time; ard,” hai.nom | 
Title," by" an'1 CIT Preſeri« 
ption: Noridid any \Fretender' of 
Note pat.:iy his Claim againſthims, toll, 
in.our Days, \the cdmirabi ly-Ingenious 
CARTESLIUS; eclered \bimſelf 
bis Competitors Til then, Ariito> 
tle being drawn into different Senſes, 
by his Many-minded \ Commentatots 
amongſt the: Moderw.S choolamen; thofe 
Men who were of: —_ I ons 
ate 


Dedicatory. 

bated jurare in verba>-- were in ins 
 $e* to'turn Scepticks' Und begart to 

think that-Trath was either flown'to 
Heaven i» Aſtriza's:Coach 3 or, ( as 
Jome Antients thought, ) was in puteo' 
defofla ; or elſe; ff ſhe were above- 
: ground, that he. was ſequeſter d in 

fone Terreſtri "Phead iſs + ſo" that 
noe could ger: Hwow!odge of her Ha- 
biration,. or - we r9tm : In this 
janttare, to reſcue t eFinwes Man= 
md from falling mars. poet Sep © 
etſm, rf he them-filt- 


wee Truth 'in o os hoſe 
aroſe, 'vety opporturely, t Great 
Mo Thos Albius, Sir.Kenelm 
Dighy, -and Cartefius 5 who:wete, 


EG mamner Contemporary: 
T4 Sciewin, which 


rin 45 in any of chetr dandy 
Principles;  declar'd theme hoes" Avia 
ſotelians ; -agalk drd* thoſe who-fals 


_ arheis Philoſophy :hereqs,Care 
\ DID 1 reſi S 
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teſius ravel[d all the Schemes hiebers 
to woven by;others, moulded all the 
World in a " Frame ;. and ſet up 

for his Single Self, witbout any Ce 
*partner- By which you ſee, Sr, that 
your Tas, which ſeem'd at. firft h 
Vaſt; . and Endleſs, is reduc'd,; and 


| - - confind to tbis:Qne Enquiry 3 vide 


to eetermin ( in yaur OWn. Thoug its 

at leaſt, whether you-think fit toro» 

Prong Dn aſia 

TED s 
\Carroſius,: 


we. Tru 


&Philofas 
oo the 


rm 
| be abou 7 | fine ar gies 
oy ns EIT tha _ 

; $t1/], you 7 tera 
This is b:yond- the Extent of your 
Narrow Province, \awd exceeds the 


Purlew of your R and Thinks 
drg/ton. - Deol dere re you Sir, 
thats this prefect Debate: is of. that 


— that it requires . nu mor? ta 
Decide 


thanthi 
ron” $Jeft wi; to brow where T 


"a I Wo. + a A cf. MY ed "*a. Wy vg + »% 4- 


. Decide jt; thana Fair Ach of Clear 
.and Penetrative Natural Reaſqn x 
HH which of wa Diſcerning + Genius 


(befides what Acquiſicion may have 
added to it ) is well known ta be A- 
ing, and_o. way Deficient. 
o perform this, there needs ne Se» 


p lous aud Tedious. Turning" over 
"all the Books writ. by both: Pardir, 


or Scanning the Force of their Argu= 
ments Providence would be wanting 
to Mankind, were ; re no otherV/q 


dla Ayres rnd 
q 

Tak. hoop ! not what Uatowert 

Ways Mov, gy much Talk, 


"have raw. to themſelvts,and intro- 
= duced into.the World's But. certain- 


ly. the GOD: of Truth; whoenvies 
not to Mankind his Beſt. Natural Per- 
{effve, Exp Haewhedge. 'eriFruc 

Science, has farviſh'd us with a more 


BD " Compendious, avd. rnore Sure Wic- 


Haag if we will due follow it « _ 


The Epiſtle 
is, to examin which” Party, what 
Book , what "Diſcourſe has Righit 

PRINCIPLES; and, which not: 
If two Mathematitians follow their 

Principles, and yet differ in thetr 
Concluſions; w? may be furethe Pre- 
tended- Principles of on? of them ate 


for the ſame reaſon; holds in all other 

" Sciences, But how ſhall we know who 

. has True, or Right Principles ?' Me/ 

« eafrly,\ by Examining the FIRST 
PRINCIPLES either Sids pretends 
© fo. Por, if the Firſt Priticiples may be 
Fallacious, and, conſequeutly, None; 
then" the' Second Principles, which 
. depend o# the Firſt, tay be none nti- 


Principles at all. '"Nor- i it poffible 
for any Man to be 7, ONT, whether 
che Firſt Principles,” or Firſt Truths, 

- which are to be the RULE of kimwh 

- all other Truths, 5 truly flch ; 

. becauſe Theſe muſt" be SelBeyident, 


no'Printiples atall: And the fam, 


- ther y*and, fo, they will be wnavoid- 
- ably-convinc'd\to"have no Kind of 


EO oo: eo. Sod Roos Seas —_— GW WI — — yy »% > TY 


if 
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i | moſt 
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[o 
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moſt Firmly Grounded, Unmiſtaka« 
ble, a» neceſſarily Aﬀſonred to, by 
All Mankind ; as & demonſtrated, tre 
the Following Treatiſe ; and, indeed; | 
is Evident h Common Reaſan. An. 
gain, If ei er Side would 4 upan Ws. 
Gratuitous, or Unprov'd 


(te. 
Ai tions, for Principles; 3,07. 7 Lk ; 


Way of Connexion of eur $4 led 
prehen ons, in on gf l Truth, 4 a 
rd can Fs; , and, withaut Ss all- 


Diſcourſes muſt bs p94. Incohee«. 


bes gn RTE: ay Y om | 
even Leg Men.may be 


EN and Deceiy A while they 
think t they follow it ; in all theſe Ca- 
jes, I fay,”tis Tncontgſlably Evident, 
that that Party are no Philſophers; 
wor can know any thing atall, i Nas . 
tute be not Kinder to them, than their 
own Unpriacipl'd Dofrixe, 

Te: fe, Sir, by this time, that a 
Gentleman, endow'd with a far Icls 
a of Underſtanding than your 


ſelf 


The Fpiftle 
E js Maſter » May, : theſe Teſts F 
let | ws are* Hy Tr ues 
who txt 3 ' Av alſo, how a{/Controyere 
ſres in Philoſophy may be eaſily Decis 
ded ; 'how a!P Occafions of Wranglin 
about particular Texets,may be avoids. 
el 4 MY, te Fyoas. Op- 
1 6 7 4 rea [ee after Lv y. 
niger tact veg Gr K 
' *Tis the” Buſineſs of this following 
Paper, to tet you "into the Certain 
Knowtedge, what Kind of Propoſitions 
ate he Firit Ptintlples, - ave; the 
Rule of Knowing all Truth what» 
ever." The Firſt Step we take inho. 
oar Inmoſi Thaughts, we meet with 
ant diſcover theſe Primary Truths ; 
whole Self-Evidence is the Earlieſt 
Light that dawns to our Squl, as foou | 
a ever her Power of Knowing aWes . 
kent into ACtion, 'Tis a Subje(t, the 
moſt Neceſſary, and of the highelt {n+ 


fluence, yet negleRed by Writers þie 


therto, Two 8? three have, indeed, . 
ſpoken of if; but, none 7 know of, bas 
| handid 
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bind? dit profefedly, and at largo. 
Tho it beDry, and requires Chawing 
ere it becomes ro ynek gen I dare 
frefant, +t is Solid, and wor at alt 
Windy. Even, Seeds, when firſf * 
planted, are Dry ; which, yet, hindery 
them 'not' from yielding a Large" Io» 
creaſe aftermaves; The Firſt Prinots 

ples are the- Seeds of all Truths 4' 
which, by how mach their Roots are' 
lard Deeper, Jo much Higher they 
Rear and Extevd their Branches. 7he 
Preſent 1 off6r you, is Small ; but the 
Litthe it tontains, (as far as concerns 

this Subjt,) is wrought entirely out 
of Natural and Reflected Reaſon, 

without being beholding at all to tbe 

Doſhonour able Task of Tranſcribing; 

as ſome Pieces, I could name, are, t 

tare undertake, that the Reaſons pres 

duc'd bere, are ſo firmly Grounded, 

that they can fear no Oppoſition but 

Drollery, the Jaft Effort of Nonplaſt 
Reaſon, YJou will not expett Fine 
Language, in a Matter that og 
bn car 


The Epiſtle, &. 
bear it. Self-Evidence is. /o bright»! 
ly Luminous, hat nothing ta wake, 
## more Gloſly; Nor'75 all rhe Elves. 
quence in the Worlf able ta de theſe, 
* Firſt Truths any Service at all; atk 
Attempts to burniſh or varniſh zbem, 
de,. inſtead of doing, this, dawhb gxd. 
hide thew.; as Painting; does: a;ÞPere, 


fe Beaury,, The.Swnzs3\7 he whole. 


Controverfie, #ow'agitated, is thisiq: 
Whether of theſe two Philgſophies. as\ 
boveſaid is built an\ more+ Evident\ 
Principles ;-or,' has,a- more. Selfeerui; 
dent..and umiffatabe RULE -of. 
Knowing ;- ndg, your Steady and; 
we yin Tuiſgment 45 reqgue/t» 

tohold the Scales. What the Tris: 
fle / here. ſend you wants ##,Warth,: 
A, I am ſure, abundantly (upply'd by. 
the fincere ReſpecRs, which #6, a? 
tbe ſame time, preſented you by, 


Much Honoured SIR, 
Your cvcr Devored, and. 
Very Humble Servant, | 
4 Fl $ 


. 
b 


- . fended his Do&trine. better; /For, he 


—_— 


4 The Rule of Truth, 
were then, and my Second Thongs 
fence : Not debarring my ſelf the Liber 
of adding ſome farther Reflexion 
that occurr'd to me, 'while I was wri 
ting py. ; RR the Treating 
many gs eaty, Cre Any 6 
was concluded, jc e Tenour of 
our Conference Uneven, and Shatter d 
For, in Diſcourſing of Principks, .; 
Slow Pace is the Swreft; and, when. 
Wit is t00 Njmble, it hazards to lam 
. Reaſon and Fudgment , 10 keep pac 
with it. £8 
'2. I muſt confeſs, : Dear Sir; That 
. when I heard you diſcourſe, you dic 
it ſo ingenioully in the Carteſian Way 
. , of Wit, which conſiſts in Explicating 
' and Dowbting,.. and ſeems to exclude 
- Proving, that-1 did not fee bow. the 
Great Carteſims himlelf could have de 


> 


wa, 
m3 


YI I wt 


could not have Daubted. more ſcrupu 
louſly than you did z NOT, I; chan] 
have Exphcared himſelf -more inge 
, niouſly, You guarded his Doftrine fc 
warily, that it was, ſcarce pollible to 
attack it. | Tho'\, that I may. nar flat- 
ter you, I cannot ſay 'yougid rhis by 
the Evidence of any Propoſition .yau. 

| Advanc dy 


mM and Firſt Principles. 5 

Ro fadoen: doanc'd, but by your Ready Excepti- 

ion" aainſ any thing that Art or Na- 

We ure could o could op; at leaft, taking them 

ain by one no 'berter skilfd 

= han [am Iam. Your Cauſe ſeem'd to me, 

r of if it rd ome: << in _ Ca- 

| pregnable, not by means 

«o x] lar My dinary Methods w Fore 

©, io us'd in Lawfiul War; bur, (w 

phenf ; againſt the Ol Laws of Arms,) b 
a $# kind -of Enchantment. Your Bul- 

pa =_ Entrenchments and Redoubts- 

Thaſſ 7 © cunning! cunningly 4;d in” your Way of 

$1:as, that oy” were altogether Invi- 

on ble; ſo that the molt ral, re 

tin Engineer living could not diſcern 
| 7 chem, or take any ſare Aim at them : 
the Much' lefs ſuch. a Dull Eye as mine ; 

de who, tho' 1 bend my Si r as ſtrong. 

fn; porn, bald bow yet I can- 

Heart, fee what kind of 

eb role Sp: piritiuat Ideas are. And, 

wht leaves he in in a helpleſs Condi- 

rion- as to that Particular, ſuch very 

a 5 er \Cartefians as Mr. Le Grand, 

_ Five -Adorrs fy them, 

with them, 

and ee beſt qualified to inform 

714 me what they are, = me no _ 

A 3 
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of them ;. unleſs we! can think there C 


may be {ach Things as-are made, up © 


Contradiions,. and altogether Chimer;-Ml> 


cal. As you may'fee in the '2d-Exa- 
men of my Idee Cartefiane, Expenſ(z, 
$$. 26,27, 28,29, 39- 72 
3: Now, Sir, This looks like a kind 
of  Roſyerucianiſm' in Philoſaphy, . to 
build 'all your rine, on. Ideas, and 
yet keep the Secres among your ſelves, 
and conceal from us whet thoſe ſame 
Ideas ave, Indeed, our Doctrine, which 
makes our | Notions, {Qanceprtions!or 


Simple, Apprehenfions,.to; be the wery. 


Things objeGively in our Underſanding, 
ſeems very Abſtruſc to thoſe ur 
guide themſclves by Fancy, and not 
by Connexion of - Terms ; 1 regard it 
depends on the Manner of Operating 
proper T0: Spiritnal'Natwres'; "N rhich 


above. qur Common Speculatign;.gon- 


ecrning Natural Subjefts, and is Only 
reaChable by thoſe who aze well-yers'd 
in . Metaphyfitks >. Yer, norwithitand- 


ivg, 1 tell yqu plainly (Preliminary 24.) 


what theſe. Notions are: 1 exphcate 
them fully, ſa that, none can doubr 
what I mean by them : : Nay,” more; 

I bring there many (atleaſt pretended) 
| -* Demon+ 


there 
UP © 


IDEAS ; and yet you wi 


_— and Firſt Principles. 7 


Demonſtratiens, 't prove they muſt be 
p02 none of which Mr Le Grapd 


if he do, indeed, differ from me in-thar 
Point ) has thought fit to ſolve. | This - 
deing ſo, you would very much ob- 

' *Mlige me, 


n you would help me to the 
oops of any Carteſian Author, who 
$ fo clearly. and candidly given us 
his Thoughts. concerning your [deas ; 
who has fully. explain'd their Nature, 
defin d them, and attempred to Jemon- 
frate they . muſ# be ſuch. Which, if 
it be. not done, all other. Sorts of Phi- 
loſophers in the World have reaſon 
to camplain. rhat they are very hard- 
ly dealt with, For your Method calls 
into Doubr,-in a manner, al the Ways 
of Knowing held by Mankind, till 
Carteſiss's Time: And you would have 
us renounce all our former Judgments, 
accept nothing for Certain, bur 
what appears to' us by oy Way of 
| not give us 

a Clear and Diſtint Knowledge, what - 
your Ideas are, nor demonſtrate them to 
be ſuch as you would have ug believe 
them tobe; Withour which, perhaps. 
there are.no ſuch Things as thole Ideas 
of yqars; .nor,.conſequently, is your 
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B The Rule of Truth, 
Way of Pony ,. building. all our 
Science upon, ſuch Prams Way at 
ol, But, 'to xeturn ro our Confe- 
rence. | 4” 
' 4- Foreſecing I ſhould not be able 
tO give Satisfation to your Acure Wir, 
without beginning from the very Bot- 
rom-Ground of all Truth, (to do 
which my own Genius alſo inclin'd 
me, ) 1 alledg'd, That it was manifeſt 
we could neither ſpeak True nor Falſe, 
without 4ffirming, or Denying, (which 
we uſe to_ call Formal Truth; ) and 
therefore, that Truth was no where 
to be found, but in ſuch Speeches as 
were Affirmative, Or Negative : Whi 
kind of Speeches Logicians call-Pi 
ſitions. Alſo, That all Truth, if x 
matively expreſs'd, conſiſts in the Con- 
wexion Of the two main Parts of a.Pro- 
poſition ; which Logicians call, | its 
Terms, Or Extremes; and that, for the 
ſame reaſon, if thoſe Terms were Un- 
connefted, the Propoktion was Falſe. 
I flatrer'd my ſelf, you would become 
Convinc'd thws far ; the Growwd1T built 
on being Unaveidable, my Deduitions 
thence Immediate, and the Conſequence 
Clear and Undeniable. But you were 
| we 
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re 
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too hard for+me in r Doubting 
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Way: For, you gave ſome ſmall Stop 
thy ing, by your Diſlike 
of the Word [ Propoſition] as ſavouring: 
of rhe Way of the Schools. © This a 
little ſurpriz'd me : For, I conceiv'd, 
that ſince FYords were only intended to 
ſignifie our Meanings; there could be 
no Reaſon why the Ford ſhould dif- 
hke any, ſo it was declar'd what was 
meant by it ; which, the Common U- 
ſage of it-by Philoſophers, for ſo ma- 
ny Centuries, had, I thought, fuffi- 
ciently manifeſted, and warranted. 
This gave nie Occafion to explain my 
KlIf ; and to declare,-that I meant no 
more by. the Word: [Propoftion, } but . 
A Speech thatn Affirms, ' or Denies. t ad- 
ded, That therefore, ſuch'Speeches, if 
Aftrmative, .(and the fame, mutatis 
mutands, is t0.'be faid-:of. Negative 
ones, ) muſt conſift of ſomething rhat 
« Affrm'd, lomething of which, w Af- 
firm d, and ſome Word which Affirms 
or expreſſes the Affirmation. Which 
three Parts of a Propofition,. Logi- 
Clans agree to Call Predicate, Subjei#, 
and Copuls, Thele plaineſt. Firſt Ru» 
diments 1 was fort to begin with ; 
| As5 not 
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not out of any Apprehenſion 'you did 
not know them ; but;” our of: my'De-' 
fire you would admit the tris, :after' 


ſuch an Explanation: of theny; "fear-" 


Ing,” otherwiſe, 1 ſhould want Lan-: 


guage i to diſcourſe: with '-yoo, in a 
Sabje& of this nature. ep on 

5. Whar' follow'd immediately, I 
do. not certainly remember ; but 1 
think. it was,” That you-excepted a- 
gainſt that Whole ' Arrificial Way of 
Diſcourſing ; and made account there 
was a: more, Compendious Method, Or 
Shorter Cut to Science : Which, I con- 
| ceive,, was, by Contemplaring - your 
Heas ; by which you hop'd ro arrive 
at:Truth, by- the Clear 'and ' Dit int? 
retiree 


our Method, I atledg'd,” Thar 
it. was the Way of Nature; tho' per- 
fected by Art ; as all our other Na- 
tural -Facultics and Operations are. 
That all” Arc, if .it be Solid, and not 
Fantaftick, is nothing but a Deeper In- 
ſpetion into Plain, Honeſt Nataye, 
made. by the Reflexion of our Mind. 
That ſuch Mental Speeches and Pro. 


- - poſitions, and each Parr of them, (as 


was ſhewn lately,) were in the on 
j 1 1 e46to 


of it ro:your Mind, j"T6 


: 
, 
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they do. conceive, or intend to freak 
any Truth, or Falſhood, Thar alf the 
Diſcourſes abour a Syllogiſm , made: 
Logick, (which is nothing: 
bur Fxa@t Reflexion upon what palles' - 
itr every Man's Mind, narttrall, ) is 
nothing bur the Di/e#ing an Evide r 
or Cancluſfive Diſcourſe, made by our 


Springs of our . Reaſon , 
og and Vigour to ſuc 
Ee; 


courſe; '' And: the fame may hifaid of 

a Propoſition, borh as to its and 
the Connexion or Tdentity $.two 
Terms, (the Snbjzt, and PuWicate; 

in which conſiſts its Truth : ttich, 

I hope,” I have ſhewn very parycularly, . 
in the Second and Third Bodks of ny © 


METHOD'o SCIENCE. More- 
over, Becauſe I ſaw, your Prejudice 
againſt our Way was taken from the - 
Infignificant Fargon of ſome of our 


School-men, I take leave «co add, thar, 
ier 
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tet others talk as ſaperficiall 0 hb 
Matters as they they gueoen, 
the true Wa Art, No and dpurg 


op ts naking & 205 Phggans 
yet I am not 


tomy 
ſelf, Hat I have any thing my Me: 
thod, bur what is entirely bail 
Natere of the Thing in hand ; I mean, 
Notions, Propoſitions and Rovional Dif. Diſ- 
courſes, found in the Minds of al Man- 
End > Which Way of Building on the 
rare of he © Subj of which we are 
Ground that Can. 
peaking "-1-pte ikonte: Art leaſt, 
am ſaxe, thar, if I have any Argu- 
ment there, which has any other Foun- 
tion, I ſhall renounce it, as ſwerving 
from my Method, and my Intention : 
And I do candidly here declare, that 
I am oblig'd, cither to bring a more 
Solid Proof for that Point, or I ought. 
© to ai Hoop be well Jens 64 
any rning. Vv - 
ing fo, I have Arp good Opinion. of 
be 7am (l that. you will not there- 
di a Way which is. chas wil- 
tO a e it {cf tobe Solid, and 
ubſiſt by Arguments builc. on the 
Firm Ground (- the Nature of the 


Thing, 


or Ta nzhy. 
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ip, becauſe ſome Under. 
an of it - have us'd it mply. 
Nor would you: think it r 
that the Carteſian Hypotheſis ſhould be. 
quite rejefted, upon.no other Reaſon, 
but becauſe you think ſome late Wri- 
ters have-not done it the Right they 


6. In order to. your Clear and Di- 
fmt Perception, which you therefore 
Jjudg'& to be the Rule or 7e## of all 
Truth, becauſe we cannot but 4ſſexr 
ro that, as True, Which we Clearly and 
Diftin#ly ſee to be fo, I make theſe 
Preliminary Remarks. 1. That this is. 
the main Hinge of all the Carteſian 

. Hypotheſis, which perſuades them to- 
place the Ground of Truth within their 
own Minds, and its Produf#ions ; and; 
not-.in the Things themſelves. 2. That 
thisis the nothenioaind Plauftble 
Conception, which the Great Wit of. 
Carteſins ever advanc'd ; and therefore 
it, moſt. deſerves. Clearing : /Which tis, 
indeed,one main Reaſon why I ſtrain'd. 

Courrefic a little, in publiſhing this Pa- 

; per. - 3. That the Plaufibility of ir lies 

| chiefly in this, That every Man muſt 

grantthe 77ucb of that Ptopobition, as 
| | Kt 
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ir lies : For, Who can dehy, but that. 


what T {ee 40 be True, & True? - This 


being fall as Evident,as that I cannor ſee 


what'-# 107. This, then, is a lain- 


Truth; 'and might deſerve the 

of a Subordinate 'Ridle'; were'it Certain, 

or prbv'd firſh, 'that we could nor poſ- 

ſibly be Mit aken in thinking we have 

a ; Ch and Difint Perception: of a 
when' we have it nor. Mr. Le 


bn confeſſes, this may happen when. 
the Will is B yalf'&;-or Men are Un-' 


Skilful ;' (and Tow frequent i is m_y 
And we ſhall give many Inſtances 

terwards, how we are deceiv 'd in ma- 
»y other Occaſions. 4: That this Clear 
and Diſtin# Perception, the Carteſians 
{o' much ſpeak of, and-value rhem- 
ſclves upon, tho' the Expreſſion be: New, 
is no more in reality, bur Perfetf Evi- 
| Fenes of an Obje# : For, the ſceing any 
Obje "Clearly, is the ſeeing it Evi- 
dently 3. nor<can weſee 7: evidently, if 
that Ot ; or 1t,- be Confounded with' 
others; and not ſeen'to be Difiin# from 
them. Wherefore, this Phraſe, of 
Clear and Diftin& Perception 1s a meer 
Amuzememt , and, being New, 'makes 
the Readers apr to Conceit that it is a 
lately 
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and Fi Prix ioles. Is 
Iarely-fouhd-out Diſcovery of fomeun- 
heard of Thing, of ſome Lore Method, of 
which'al Plyloſophers wo po 
re porant; LES, 'ris.th 
i Perfelf Evidence Per ow 

jj Ob;e#; which all the Learned 
Part of Nanſivd fave ever 678 be. 
fore" Carteſim was born ; ' nay, have 
alow'd, and held alſo, Thar no Man 
could -refrain'fFom Aſenting that the, 

Thing, Ef Mertat Propoſition, i is True, 
wh With.” tet Evidetice Tt is j/8. 
to be 'fo, erefore," this laſt Point- 
will *not, I hope, break Squares be- 
rween the Cartefians and, me ;. for, 
thus far we'agree in our Meanings. 
however, I except agaltift the Novel- 
ty of the Expreſſion, Which would ſeen 
to intimate ſomething krraordinary 
in the Method you pretend to ;hay 
firſt- found out, and Ldoced. an 
which,” by your Carriage, you 'cem 
ro appropriate to your ſelves, as ſingu- 
larly yours, "5., Theſe Things: being, 
ſo® it follows, that (the 'Firi# Rule of 
our Knowledge of all Truths whatever 
muſt-be Commer to all Knowing, Na- 
rares in the World :. It muſt alſo be 
the moſt Evident that can be, or Self- 
"gb evident ; 
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evident ; {0 that none can diſagree, diſ- 
jon. or be Decein; d in Fs x-olgpe $--044 
Aſſent to it, \in © any- 
Weakncs oft of the- * Undcelanding, o ang by 
any B the 17 
oy a EE rar our Rule 5 ls. 
and wuff be. And the Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe this Rule being that, by means 
Rage which, Gab? yp made pra. ol 
iS capable OWIN thing ; 
ney: "be as. if it lay i - = Man's. 
power to. be Ignorant of this Rule, or 
ro diſſent fron it,. or be deceiv'd in. it, 
it would be in his power,  _ 
to pervert, but utterly to deffroy and 
#nmake the Nature given him by God ; 
and, of Cognoſcitive or Capable of 
Knowledge, make it Uncogneſcitive Or 
Dcagable of Knowin uy thing 3 ; 
which, the Natures ings. being 
fix'd by God's Wiſdom, 10, be whats 
they are, "tis as impoſhble for any Mars 
to do, as it is for him to put off his. 
own. Individuality, and not be the fone 
Perſon be is. 

7. Theſe Notes: premis'd, 1 come 
cloſer to examine your Rule of Truth. 
You fay, If you Clearly and Diftin#ly 
fe thata Thing is True, you do thence 


Ce) 1.4 
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certainly know it tO be ſo.. Vallow the 
Conditional Propoſition ; for, 'tis Im- 
poſlible to /ze that which is er ro be 
ſeen ; Or 1&> know that to be Frue, 
which is not-Trze, The only Que- 
ſtion, then; is, Whether rhis be a Ruls 
of. Truth ; Mr. Lt Grand very rational- 
ly granting, 'p.-92. there goes:more to 


conſtitiite a Reult of Truth, than to be 


True? In order to- the Clearing of 
which, I ask : Was it True before you 
ſaw Clearly and Diſtinaly it was True? 
Or, Did it become True by your: ſees 


- it (as you'phraſe it) Clearly and Di 


Me, to be True? If it _ True 
e- you 'thus ſaw it to be True; 
then, "tis an there was An- 
other Rule, or Reafon, for that Truth 
which anteceded' your Seeing it t0- be- 
ſuch ; and therefore, your Clear and 
Diſtinct Perception could not be the 
Rule of Knowing that Truth, being 
Swhſequent to it. And, if you ſay, it 
became Trae by your Seeing it Clearly 
and Diſtinly, then it was nor True 
kefore'; and then, you ſaw that to be 
rue, which was not True; thar- is, 
you. ſaw it to be otherwiſe, than, in 
Effe&t and Reality, it was. And, con- 

ſequently, 
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ſequently, that:pretended Sighr or Per-- 


ception. is.ſo far from being 4 Rel 
Truth, that.it 18 a palpable Error 


AMifake.;. and.therefore, all the ] udg- 
ments ifluing from it mult. be” Falſe. 
A 


Which, inſtead-of Confticuting it 
Rele-of Truth; would'make it, indeed, 
A Rule of Falſhood.. \..  . © - 

- 8, To-make this. yet plainer, pleaſe 
to-reflect; that this Clear and Diſtinct 
Perception is ſuch an 4# of your Un- 
derſtanding ; and--that all 4s have 
their being ſuch, from. the Obje#. of 
thaſe Acts... For, the Faculty.or Power 


of: Underſtanding: was, of. it Jelf Ih 
and. 


different. and: Indetermin'd to A 
Every Particular A# : And, ince-no- 
thing that is Þdetermin'd, nor any ACt 
inCommon,: can Be; it follows, that 
the Being, and being «ch, of each AF, 
depends formally:on the Obje& ; and is 
* ſuch-in_ particular, as that Objet, which, 
in the Power, is. Whierefore , 
when you ſee a Thing to be:True, that 


which you ſaw -+hxs.Clearly. and Di- 


ftinly True; malt have been has Frue 
before: yau {aw it to be ſo.  Whence, 
we ask, 'What i was that which made 
the Obzett. you perceiv' d-to-be-true, '» 

: c 
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be True **- Or, [What-wis the Rule bf 
Truth 'to-that 'Obpeft that! was+ True, 
ere you ſaw: it to'be ſach 2: Muſt nor: 
the Object be ſuch, ere you' can know- 
it, co be ſ#ch2:-Or Clearly and Diſtinaly. 
Perceptible. to; be \ſuch,, before you can- 
Clearly and Diſtinttly Perceive 3t'ro'be 
ſuch 2 If nor, then you muſt ſay, you- 
can know what is not 'to be known, Or. , 
Clearly and Diſtincty perceive what 1s 
not rly and' DiſtinCtly to be 'per- 
ceiv'd: Which is a perfect Contradi- 
tion. | | . 
9. For Inſtance; Since Truth is no- . 
where" to be-found;, - bur in  ſuch- 
Speeches as Afirm, or Deny, that is,. 
in Propoſitions ; let us put ſome Propo- 
ſition which you thus:Clearly and Di- 
ftincUly-perceive to be True,. and there- 
fore (as was lately demonſtrated) muſt” 
have been True before you ſaw it tO'be 
fa." 'Does:ir nor clearly follbw, that; 
Either :har Truth muſt have been made 


' Evident by Another, and that again by 


Another, 'and '10/ in infinitum 5 (by 
whiich means, otbing at al could ever 
be. ſeen ' to be''7rze; ) or: de there 
muſt have been ſome”: F3r## kind 'of 


Truths,” whoſe 'Noon-day Evidence 


imparts 


* 
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imparts. Evidence ro” others, 'and is it 
ſelf /3fble, or (if you pleaſe) Clear- 
ly and Diſtinly Perceptible to. al 
Mankind ; and forces them, ' at firſt 
aght, to Aſſent to its Verity > Now, 
it ſome ſuch Fir# kind of Truths can 
be found, .which, by their Abſolute 
Self-Evidence, do, as Objefts- of our 
Underſtanding Power, neceſfarily de- 
termin- the Underſtandings of att 
Mankind, to 4fſenr; and do withall 
influence All our other Truths, and our 
Knowledge of them ; then -(cour 4# of 
Perception being clearly Excluded from” 
being th- Rule of Fruth ) theſe Firff 
Truths have all the Requifites that can+ 
be imagin'd for a Ratio cognoſcendi Ve- 


* ritatem, Or a Rule of Truth ;\ {ince they 


ſelf-evidently-manifeſt ro us their. own 
Truth'; and 'by ir, give us Light to 
know alothers. Let us purſue then 
che Queſt of theſe Firff Truths. Our 
Diſcourſe, becauſe-ir- concerns and 
antecedes- all other- Knowledges, and 
all particular Truths, muſt neceſla 
be '4. from the DeepeF?. Grounds, 
and'therefore, muſt needs be very Spe- 
ewlatiye. But, Iknow I ſpeak tohim 
whole Piercing Wit will cafily com- 

be | prchend 


might, per 
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rehend it. © Only,/bbeſeech you; fo 
tr 0 bend your Byaſs, -which you 

muſt needs have contracted .by > vote 
Long and Steady. Meditating on your 


Way of Ideas, till you reduce any Ob- 


liquity that may have prepoſſeſs'd your 

4 Judgment, to-2 ReFitude, or bs 
differency ; and then 1 cannot doubr, 
ws L Lg do you ſome Service, .even, 


rings, agoogh your Wl For, 'E- 


well penetra- 
ri Te. oft-times force Aſlent, whe- 
wer the Will repugas, -or-no. 
0. The. 1deas, *or Eſſences, of each 
Piece of .the World's Fabrick were in 
the Mind of the Divine AxchiteR, ere 
they were. made.. - Again.; Since he 
did not make+them by: the Hand of 
ho econ , who 
deviate. from-his Pat- 
tern, Or iy el ; .but immediately, by 
his own Infinite Wiſdom and Power ; 


it. .cannot be .doubred, bur. that each 
| Parr of, the, Creation was-fram'd ex- 
; any according 19.the Archetypes of 
thole Uncha! 

fore, Was pi 


eable Ideas ; and there- 
ctebtly. Epobliſh d initsre- 
e, Or Nature, as thoſe 


Gia Udegs were 3 that is, chey 
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:were fix'd/to be what they ave, by an 
TInerrable Hand ;' in which confiſts thar - 
Wwhichwe call their Metaphyſical Peri- 
ty. - Wherefore, fince all-Frurh; Or;- 


-ginally, Primuayily and mo#?' Fundamen- 


zall: conſiſts in this Metaphy/ical Vers 
of Things, 'it being the Tormetiate BY 
fect of the Divine Wiſdom ; it follows, 
-thar the- Firſt Formal Truths that can 
bein our Minds, ( which, confequent- 
ly, are the Rules, or Principles, to-all 
others, ) muſt be thoſe which ek, 
expreſs, or Afirm this Metaphyſical Ve- 
rity , or, that the Things are what they 
are. Which kind of Self-evident Propo- 
ſitions,*can'therefore, be no other than 
thoſe we call Tdentical. This is moſt 


Evident, and Inconteſtable : 'For;finee 
- this Afeol Verity, which (ner 


to-the | ie Maker of all ned 
eq. 


- frorm-whotn' It immediately proceed 
49'the Ground and- Cauſe of all-Truth, 
-does confiſt in this," Thar Things are 


 Fxdin their Efſences, or are what the 
- «re; "tis Impoſſible to feak this Truth, 


of make it a m_ Truth; w afhrm- 
ing, or Denying, ( thar is; by putrin 
it to a Aropoſetion ;, ) rh drein's 


Ing; that they are what they are ; which 


1s 
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is moſt evidently an Identical Prope- 
ſition. ; 

11. Hitherto, then, -it-is undiſcern- 
able, how it can, with "any Shew of 
Reafon, be deny'd, that the'Se/-Ewi- 
dence'that ſo viſibly ſhines in Hdentical 
Propofitions, bids fair towards their be- 
ing the 'Fir#t Rule of Knowing all 
Truths ; or, which is'the ſame; the 
Firſt 'Principle to :all:® other Know- 
ledges. For, 1. There-carmot be any 

ſo pregt Clearnels,” or * Evidence, as is 
Self-Evidence:; nor {0 Cliſe Connexion 
of 'the Terms im any +. or 
Speech, that exprefſes Truth,” as is Per- 
"felt "Identity," or Self-Connexion';  cOn- 
 fiſtingio this, That the'7hjng, or Mode 
of "Thing ſpoken of; ' "is hut it” 5s, 
or, is its felf,  -2.*Tis Impoflible-any 
thing de-can be ſo Solid, of for Firm 

" Efabhiſt'd ;* being. immediately builr 
: onthe: Unchangeable MrrapBy/ical Ve. 
© yiry it ſelf ; "or rather, being "1; ſpo+ 
- Ken, and expreſs'd : Whith Verity (as 
-- was ſhewn) i54mprinted/in the' Eſſen 
ces off every Created Thing; by the 
IminfWiate Hand © of Eſſential Truts. 
it is {0 nearly ally'd tothat hr- 
finite Truth it (elf, that it is remov'd bur 
one 
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ove Degree from it... 3. By reaſon of 


this Connatural and Immediate De. 
ſcent from that Brighteſt and ' moſt 
Glorious Luminary of all Knowledge, 
the Father - of Lights, who. is. Candor 
e/£terne Lucis, and Infinizely Intelli- 
gible ; it forces the Aﬀent of al Man- 
kind to-its Verity. _ Infomuch, that no 
Diſeaſe can fo a Rational Be- 
ing, which has the leaſt Uſe .of Rea- 
For ad ir, or davbt of it ; nor 
end their-Judgment concerning at : 

Nor can the higheſt Paſſion of the molt 

Profligate Wretch livi his Un- 
ing into the Admittance of 

ſuch a Folj. © No Scepticalneſs can, call 
che Truth . and Certainty of it -into 
can inveigle any Man into a Conceit, 
that-it can be Faiſe. No Oppoſition.can 
make head againſt it 3 fince,. whatever 
can be alledg'd p uy CI 
appear- to igent Wan 2 3 

and, therefore, Unable to. ſhock it... No 
ſabcil Diftin&ion can impair its Truth ; 
or pretend # is True is One Refpe, 
but nor i» Another; ſince it is Impoſ- 
ſible to diſtinguiſh the Copa, is; ] 
the Notion of Exiſtence being fo per- 


fettly | 


ad Firſt Principles. 23 
ey Simple, and moft Formal, or In- 
divifible, that it Can admit of no Di- 


ording to One of which, it may be 
True; according to Another, ' Falſe. 
Nor can it prejudice any ſuch Propo- 
fition, to Diſtinguiſh its Swbje#, or 
Predicate ; ſince whatever Diſtintion 
can fall here upon the Swbjef, muſt 
fall upon the Predicate too ; both of 
them being the /e/f-/ame Netion. By 
which means, the 1denticalnefs and SelFf- 

idence of the Propoſition will be (ail 
the ſame #fter the Diſtinction is given, 
as it was befere. So that 'tis Impdſlible 
10 imagin, that any thing Can be pra- 
pos'd, whictr' Can, in» any Regard, or 
in any Degree, vye with Identical Pro. 
Poſitions ; either in being fo Solidly 
Ground:4 or {6 perfeCtly Clear, Unde- 
nieble, Unmiftakable, and plac'd above 
the reach of ony poſſible Attack. Nor 
did Carteſixs himiclf, among all the 
Evident Things he <call'd imio Dazbs, 
in the leaſt Quefion the Evidence and 
Truth of ach P 1100s, formally ex- 
” pred: Nor conld he have done it, 
;J] without utterly Deffroying, at the ſame 
r- I cune, the Certainty of af he could 
ly | B have 


finftion into Divers Formalities ; - | 
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have ſaid ; nay, even of his own Ficſt 
Prir.Ciple to@ ; as Will be ſeen _ here- 


after. From all which Conſiderations, 


(any One of which might ſuffice,) 1 
may Safely and Evidently conclude, 
that, in point of Evidence of its Truth, 
and Stability of its Grounds, nothing 
can be any way comparable to the 
Light which ſtrikes the Eye of our 
Underſtanding, by its ſteady Rays e- 
mitted from theſe Sclf-evidenr, or 1den- 
tical Propoſitions : Which goes ver 
far to the Entitling Theſe, . and Theſs 
enly, tro be .the Rule of Knowing all 
Truths, or the Firſt Principles ro all 
Science, in whatever particular Sub- 
Je ; not excepting even Meraphyſicks 
at {lf : | 

12. Notwithſtanding all that has 
been ſo fully cvinc'd hitherto, .I have, 
as yer, done but-half my Buſineſs ; or 
rathcr, the better balf is ſtil] left be- 


Hind; © For, a Fir## Rule, or Firft Prin- 


ciple, requires Another Quality, pecu- 


liar 'to it {clf, ro compleat its Notion, 


beſides irs being thus. Selidly Grounded, 


and thus Supreamly Evident 3 which IS, 
"Thar All orher Truths, or Knowledges, 
muſt be R«/'a, of Principt'd by 1: : It 


muff 
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maſt-have an Univerſal Influence over 
all other a reogy i and impart its 

ight to. thew. The former Qualities 
will; I believe, be granted to _1dentical 
Propoſitions, by every Attentive Conft- 
derer, who knows what belongs to 
Kc, or Reaſon reflefting on it 
ſelf; and is, withall, bur meanly vers'd 
in Metaphyſicks. This /ater Qualift- 
cation will be deny'd by many, per- 
haps by mc# ; nay, will be fancy” 
and abetred by very Few. For, every. 
one's Genius does not lead him to ſpe« 
culate ſo deep ; and there are ſcarce 
any Who have propes'd this higheſt and 
niceſt Point, much leſs handFd it as 
large: ; , tho', divers have given the 
Grounds whence it muſt folow. | The 
Reaſon. of this General' Dil-like; of 
Identical Prepofitions, is, becauſe they! 
have ſuch a.Dry Meer, and Contemptible 
| Apet;, ſo unlikely ro give us the leah 
kind of ;Infiriion, or | Light, @# 
know anx: thing-bus thejr own Jofig? 
nificant, Selyes4 that nothing: ſeen 
more: Ridjiculong, ;than|-for any Man, 
who is-to. teach athers, -even.to propoſe 
ſuch Inſipid Sayings as a Means, much 
cs as a Rule, 70 Sane Kaquiedg2 
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of any Trath whatever ; nor is it Diſ- 
cernable how we can come to know 
any thing , or work out- any new ff oles 
Knowledges, by making uſe of ſuch WW do, 
Blunt Toots. Na 
. I think Thave ſaid the worſt againſt WW -/ca 
chem, that the keeneſt Adverſary can WW nif 
alledge. It remains, -then, to ſhew ill -D3 
how I can clear them' of this Diſ- Þ nc 
graceful CharaGter ; -or make out MW -bY 
t' they have ſuch a General Infin- WM th 
Shce over all other Truths, as is pre- > 
gended. "OL RAPF tt 
".x 3. I demand, then, of my Oppe-  -in 
hors, whether it be not Fu adamentaty i# 
neceſlary in all Diſcourſes about what- WY & 
ever Truth, to «tend ſtill, and keep YN 7 
{ 

] 


an Eye direfied to the Nature of the Z 
Thing or S«bje# about which we ate | 
Diſcoarling, and to take ſpecial Care Mt . 
we do not deviate from it? Ido-not ® 

ink any Scholar living, -attending to © - 
. HKib Natural Thoughts, or Common © 
Sefife, 'will -devy this. - For, if 'any i 
Difcourſe makes the Thing be the+- 
wyje than it is, it muſt neceſlarily'be Þ 
Falſe ; and expole the Author of it ro * 
ſpeak manifelt Conredidhons;, Now, | 
£ do n0-more bur chis; aa j 


Sel-evident or Identical Propoſitions 
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ro be the Firf Rules, or Firſt Princi- 


ples of all-octher Knowledges : (All /F 


do, is, to: keep a heedful- Eye to-the 
Nature of the Thing, andits Aeraphy- 


fical Verity. . Only, becauſe it is :ma- 
'pifeſt ro every RefleRer, that all: our” 


Diſcourſes axe made up of Propefitiont ;. 
nor Can a Rel or Principle be exprets'd, | 


but by ſuch Forms of Speech ; nor is 


the Comparetive, or (as I may fay) 
the Compoſitive Nature: of our Soul ha 


tisfy'd, till. is bas: broughs che Obje&t 


it wauld Diſcourſe about, into x 


iForwol'Thuth,.( her only PerfeSion in 


this-Scate, ). which -is- cxpreſs'd by a 


Propoſition ewe becoine forc'd 
ro-put the Natzre of abe Thing, or its: 
M bcal-Verity;Anto /uth a Franie 


Of ing} forafiit for Diſcourſe : 


which '11s; ImpaſGble to 'dq, bur ther 
as tion;:; Wherher -we 


$ will or no, muſt be an Identical one. 


14. Asfor their ſeeming fo Ridicu- 
lous, and , this happens becauſe 
of their , perfe&t Simplicity, ha- 
ving as iitle Compoſition in them. as 


$ pre; or rather, zene 'at all, but. 
w 


at 1s in the- Forms 'of Expreſſion ; I 
B 3. doubr- 
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-doubr not but ' your Acute Judgment 
-3s well aware, that-the firſt Stamina, 
in what kind ſoever, are, 'and muſt be, 
the mo#Simple;; and, therefore, ſuch, 
that, ſhoukdi'Nature ſtop her Courſe 
-there; and':proceed- no farther, they 
-would be the moſt Inſipid, and Uſeleſs 
Things in Nature. And yer, from 
ſuch Simple Beginnings, or (to ufe 
Virgil's Expreſſion ) tenwes orſue, all the 
( m1e#} Perfe# Productions in Hhote Na- 
-fure_ have. their Riſe: Nor could any 
:Work of hers ever arrive at Maturity, 
-or attain to-that Admirable' Frame it 
afterwards «#rows up to, unlels it: had 


had ar firſt fuch-a Simple and' Shapelsſ; | 


Origin.” The fame kappens in the Firlt 


Stamina of all our Succeeding Know- | 


ledges: They are'ſo Simple, and have 


 fuch an Odd, Bald ard Uptledg'd Ap- 
- pearanee; -vhat we know: not what 'to 
. make of them, "where regard-them 
only i-themſelves; 'or; what Uſeithey 
are of in the Acquiſition 'of Science ; 


yer, withour-fuch Simple Beginnings, | 


fore-laid in_ our Knowing Power, no 


/tin Knowledge at all could be had : 
any. other ;Thing ; as will: moſt 


Clearly appearſhortly. 
© Q 15. We 
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' 15. We' may obſerve, that, gene- 

rally, we arc not fo Senſible of Geods,, 
as of Harms ; b<cauſe the Former, 
chro* che Generous Bounty of GOD's 
Good Providence, are of ſo many kinds, 
furrounding us on all ſides, that they 
are Common, -and Quotidian ; whereas, 
che Eater are Seldom, and (as it were ). 
Caſuat : Whence, Theſe are Remark- - 
able, and apt to ſtrike our Apprehen- 
ftons ſmartly, and f.rce us t0'take notice 
of them ; which Thoſe, being Ordina- 
ry, and Cu/tomary, do not. Tobreed 
then a due Reflexion, what Goed thoſe 
Firſt. Truths now ſpoken of, laid up in 
our Minds, do us, we will paler fo 
what Univerſal Miſchiefs their proper” 
Oppoſires, | Contraditions, | would do 
to al our Knowledze ; and whar a 
Malignant Influence they would have,. 
not only .to pervert all our Anat 
Knowledge, bur ro deſtroy our very 
Power of knowing any thing. Let us 
ſuppoſe then, that thoſe two Propoſi. 
rions, '| What 3s, is net; ] and { 4 Thing 
is not what it is,| which are the proper 
ContradiCtories to rhofe Chief Identi- 
Cals, | What js, is; ] and, | A Thing is 
what it is; Þ tobe, both-of them; Tree: 
B 4 Would: 


JEL 
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Would it be poſſible, in that Caſe, to 
| ſpeak a Word of Truth; or, to Di/- 


coxrſe at all ; but, inſtead of ſpeaking 


conſequently, to talk a Hotch-porch 
Of Incoherent Nonſenſe? For, we can- 
not Afirm any thing to be True, but 
by means of the Copula [ ;s, ] in whoſe 
Conneting or Identifying Senſe, all Truth. 
moſt Formally-ocinlllts: Wherefore, if 
that Word, or the Notion it fignifies, 
were Chimerical, and might be the 
ſame with [ is »ot,] then, ſince there 


can be no Middle berween them, all | 


we affirm might be Falſe. And, ſince 
the Subject we ſpeak of, muſt either be 
ſome Thing, or ſome Mode of Thing ; 
all that we ſpeak of that Thing oY 
oto'wrack, and. be Falſe, in cafe the 
wbject of our Diſcourſe, or Speech, 
were not Diſtinguiſh d from all other 
Things or Modes; that is, if -it were: 
not it ſelf only, but Another, all the 
while. Since then, the Contradifories 
to theſe two Identicals now ſpoken of, 
have ſuch an Univerſal Influence, that 
they cunſtantly ſer «p Errour, and de- 
Froy Truth ; "tis manifeſt, that Identi- 
cal Prepoſitions ( their Contradiftory 
Cppolites) do, far the fame _ 
O 


- 
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of theix 0wn nature, fepd.tb.abet Truth» 
and deſtroy. Evrour:; and therefore they 


> WW are defervedly entitled ro be the: Rue 
N- of Truth 3 the Influence they have over 


all Truths being full as Unizerſal, as 


1% PI, | 
{e Contradidions, their Oppolites, have, 
th WW to induce Errour.. ny 

if 16. Bur nothing. can* more vido-- 


rioully confure, or more unan{werably. 


' 
bs convince an Adverſary, than to ſhew 
e k . . * 

ſd that he maſt: be forc'd, for his own+ 


!1 Intereſt, to--4dmit the Truth of_ that: 
= Tenct which he oppoſes. . Ak, then, a- 

. Carteſian; how he knows any: Particy- 

* 3 Zr Truths; or (which is the lameM. - 

q 3 :bow he knows that ſuch Predicares, . 
\ BF ox Artribures,.. do belong! to-ſuch .a 
* EB Subjkt? He willan{wer,” Becauie he 
» 37 - finds thoſe Predicares' in the [ea he- 
s has of ſuch a_ Thing, or ſuch a Na-- 
rare, Very good;: rephies- the other : 

But, haw ſhall.we know that the Idea: 

you have of that Thing; 4s not Chime- - 

8 rical, and inyolves 1n- it many : other * 

'N ; Things, as well *2s Thats Which, If © 
'# irdoes, your Diſcourte, applyingirao-- 
That Thing only, muſt needs be lnco- 
herent, an Falk - Your only Antwer, 

in: this Cale, can. be Zb4, That cadtr- 

B 5, Ides 
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Idea you have-ts.D;fin# from all otber- 
Ideas; and has its Meta "_— Verity 
- and-Uzity peculiar to it {. 

&-the fame). « irs ſelf only; which is. 
an Identical Propoſition, and: ſpeaks, or- 
expreſſes the Meraphyfical Verity of each. 
tdea you have. Now, fſay-I, henee 
appears evidently, that this Truth, viz. 
' FEwvery Idea # it ſelf cnly, os no other; | 
which is.an- Identical Prepoſition, is the. 
wery Firf# Truth you can have ; and, 


"that on it depends, Fundamentally, 
pou whole Do&trine by way-of Ide: :. 
- For, if this be Falſe, 'tis moſt: Evident * 
Vhat your-Ideas. can give you- no' Dj-. 


. Fint# Knowledge of- any: Thing, or 


 Adode. of Thing ; that. is; they. could. | 


enable-you.toknow Nething at all:'/ 


19. You will ſay; perhaps, it is not. 


Needful ro pur, lay or- propoſe 10 ex- 


preſly thoſe Identical, they: being fo. | 


: Very Clear, of themſelves, to all Man- 


kind. . I reply; 1.. That- this comes. | 
over tO me; as to-whar relates ro-their || 
. Clearneſs, and Self-Evidenee, and abets 


my. Poſition. 2. That, certainly, Thar 
moſt needful, on which, as was now 
thewn, all depends. You muſt, then, 
; have thoſe. Identicals ir .yowr _ = 


- or (which. 


- , wean cd & eu We, 
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leaſt Upnafeen and Preſuppos d, tho” 
you expreſs them not. 3. You muſt 
be forc'd to expreſs them if you come: 
to diſcourſs rigorouſly, and' reduce. 
your Thefis to the Firf, and Self-evi- 
dent Truths; withourt- doing which, . 
(eſpecially; if you hap to encounter 
with a Sceprick, ) nbe can be f 
nally Decided, or Concluded. 4. The - 
Pomrtis, That 'tis moſt Needful to ex+ | 
preſs them; nay, Uncuridable whe: 


. the Queſtion, | hich & the Firſt Truth 


that can be, which gives Light to all/ 
gas in Agitation'; as 15 our Caſe : 
ar prcfent : You mult be forc'd to con-: 
fs, thar che Truth of theſe Idemricals- 
1s Antecedeut to alt. the following, ; 
Knowledges you can have by your 
Ideas ; thar, therce, you Can know. No- - 
thing, unlefs- this be Preſ#ppos'd, and' 
Foreknewn; and thar, theretore, it in- 
fluences all your Future and Dependent © 
Knowledges, after its Faſhion ;, and: 
| do and” ſecares to them all the 
trength , Diſtinction - and * Evidence - 
they have. Whence is clearly inferr'd, , 
thar the Sel-evident Light which ap- 
pears. in ſuch” Firf Truths, ought ro be 
made, by the Cartefians themſelves, the - 
; Ruls 
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Rule of Knowing whatever other Truths. 
they can pretend ro: know by their 
Ideas ; that is, the wery Firff Rule of 
all others ; that is, the Only one : For, 
none can be, in Proper Speech,. a Rule,. 
unleſs ir be the Firſt ; all others-being. 
regulated by that which is. the Firſt :- 
-So that Ir, and only It, is the Rule; all 
the reſt, Ruted. And; certainly, it will: 
appear Evident to all Mankind, that 
what is moſt Self-evident, as all Identi- 
«al; are, were there nothing elſe, ſhould: 
be the Rule of Knowing alt other Truths. 
which are not-/o Evident. as They, Be 
pleas'd, Sir, to refle& upon that. Pro- 


poſition, by which you notifie, or ex- * 


reſs to us your Rule of Knowing, wiz... 

That which 1 cleayly- and diſtinctly ſee to 
be True, # 77ue. | Confider, how ma- 
ny. Words are in this Propofition ; and- 
that each Word has its Proper, or Pe- 
euliar Idea, each of which Ideas muſt 
be Dif in from all other Ideas ; that- 
3s, each of them muſt be the ſame with 
its ſelf only, (which make ſo many 
Identical Propoſitions ; ) or elſe, none 
of thoſe Idcas- can be poſſibly able ro- 
do you any Service. So yhat, tis ma- 
nitclt, your Rule of Knowing depends 
On. 


| 

'n 

| 
\ 
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on: the Self-evident Light fuppos'd to- 
be in owrs. Whence fis Concluded,. 
that yours is not the Firſt Rat Cogno- 
ſeend?, the Firſt Rite, or Firſt Truth ; 
but, Ruled by ours, Grounded On onrs, . 
and'S#bſequent, in the Qrder of Know-. 
ing, to Ours. . | 

18..1 donot expeR, thatſuch high- 
Speculations: will pleaſe every: Body : 
But, I hope, it will plead -my Pardon, , 
chat I could 'not avoid ir. In fo Nice 
a Point, as is the Settling thie Firſt Rule - 
of all Knowledge; or, what 1s the 
very Firſt, Selevident, and-moſt Firm- 
H-Grounded. Truth ; no Specularion,. 


*xcſolving. all Dependent Traths. into-- 


that which is- Abſclutely-Independent,, 
( as the Rule of all Truth muſt be) can 
be too Accurate, Or laid too Deep. "I 2S- 
not, then, any Humour of mine, or 
2 kind 'of Trial of Skill, which mov'd 
me to this very AbftraFed, aud Meta- 
phyſical Way of Diſcourſing ; bur, it 
was the very. Nature of the pre/:nt Sub- 
jee, that fore 4 me upon it. 

I9. Nor was it any Care of over-= 
reaching your Acuteneſs, nor the De- 
fire of Oppoſing the Rule Of Knowing 
Truth wtzoduc'd by the Great Czrre- 
Jt4s, 


38 The:Rule of Truth; 
fs, which put me upon this Unuſual 
piece of Doctrine. I had, above twen: 
ty Years ago, upon ſome Hints given 
me by that Second Ariſtotle, the pro- 
foundly-Learned 41bizs, apply'd my 
Speculative Thoughts to dig very deep 
into this.Subject,, tro find out the In- 
muvabe Center of all'Truth ;. and 1 
had begun ro write a very Speculative 
Treatiſe, ſhewihg how to redace every 
Truth into. an Identicat Propofition ; 
and every  Erreur, to a Contradition ; 


which, I ſaw, lay hid at the Pertrom 
of every Truth, and Falſhoed. This, I | 


fay, wasan 0/4 D:fign of mine, be- 
fore T thought of Oppoſing any, or 
of being Oppos'd by any. 1 torefaw 


alſo, while I was writing my Method, 


that ( it being more catie to be Wirty, 
than ro be Solid Identical Propoti- 
tions would be look'd upon by very 
Ingeniow Men, who were not-thorow- 
Speculators, as” Sapleſs, Uſeleſs, and Tn- 
ſrpnificant. Wherefore, I did there rake 
ſome Occaſions, which lay in the Track 
of my Thoughts, white I wasfertling the 
Grounds tO True Science, to Clear thoſe 
Firſt Truths from ſuch Unworthy Mil- 
apprehenfions, To this End; I- de- 


monſtrated. 
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monſtrated there, B. 3. Le.1. $.3. 
* That all rhe Force of C onjſogmence, in 
which conſiſts our Rationality, Can on- 
ly be built: upon 'ſ#ch Propofitions. I 
ſtew, B. 2. E. 2.. in what their Self-- 
evidence conſiſts: What is.the Firſt of 
them, and*their ſeveral.Sorts.and De- 
rees. I ſer my. {elf to, Demonſtrate, 
by many: Arguments, from $. 141. ro: 
the End of 'that Leſſon, thar: all Firſt 
Principles mult be 1dentical Propoſitions; 
andi('$: rg. ); that plain Reaſon teaches. 
vs it. muſt' be ſo: Which evinced, ir 
follows, that. whoever denies theſe to- 
be Uſef!, muſt, with the fame Breath, 
aſirm, that all Firf Principles are Uſc- 
fs, and good for nothing,; which is. 
a ſtrange Poſition. Nay, {ance there 
8 an Order in Truths, and therefore 
all Second'PrinCiples have their Force 
from the Firſt, ir follows, that we can 
have-n0 Uſe of Second PrinCiples, if the 
Firſt be Uſeleſs ; and*fa; we muſt talk 
ramblingly, and at random, all our 
Eives,. without 'any PrihCiples at all. 
I manifeſt the ſame, (L. 3.) by In- 
ances, ferch'd. from the Mathema- 
ticks, and other Sciences ; and ſhew 
What Uſe is' to be made of them ; 


_._ which, 
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which is not to make them .cither of 
the Premiſſes In a Syllogiſm ; but to a+ 
vail our felves of them in a higher na- 
ture. I ſhew (B.z. L.2. $18.) that 
even plain, Unculevated Narure makes 
the Vulgar -recarr to- them, as their 
Firſt Principles, when. they would ex- 
preſs that which is deciſive of the Dil- 
pute, and Undemmiable, I prove, that. 
all M:44le Terms which are Proper, are 
buile upon the fame Ground with 
them. I endeavour (B. 3, L.3. $$: 
16, 15, r8.) to cvince ckarly, that All 
Truth: have, at: the bottom, Identical 
Propoſi:iuns, and are Reducible tothem ; 
ard I attempt to ſhew, ( Leſſ..4.) the 
Way how to reduce Inferiowr Truths 
to thoſe Higheft ones, AN which, if 

1 Have fully prov'd, eſpecially, that 

All Firft Principles are Identical Propoſi- 

tions, Which bears all* along with at, 
and- is concluded there by divers De- 
monſtrations, on which I dare ven- - 
rure my whole Cauſe, that they are | 
impoſſible to. be ſolv'd ; then, Imay {| 
 fetely preſume, 1 have evinc'd, char. 

the Intelligibility and. Lisht of Identical 
Propoſitions is moſt Seif-evident ; the 
Ground Ori which they axe built, maſt 
5 Sohid ;, 
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Solid; and the Uſefulneſs or Influence 
of them -upon all other Truths, moſt, 
Univerſal : And, therefore, that they 
are every way qualify'd to be the Firſt 
and Only Rule of Knowing all Truths. 
whatever. | | 
20, To comprehend better the Evi- 
dence of this Diſcourſe, letus imagine 
a Man deweſted of the Knowledge of 
tdentical Propolitions.; and. then ler 
us conſider whether he could know 
any thing at all, or what he is. good for. 
To inſtance in one of them; Let us 
Wopol him Ignorant that 4 Thing ip 
what it is; Or A Coragions that Each: 
Idea is it ſelf, and no other ; and Com- 
mon Senſe will tell every one, that 
5 F fuch a Man could Snow norhing, nor 
make any Judgment or Difcourle con» . - 
cerning any Thing, or 1d either ; 
ſince har Thing, or Idea, he wou 
Judge, or Diſcourſe of, is, perhaps, 
all the while, for ought he knows, 
S Jnother. Whoever would ce farther 
3 the Uſe of Identical: - Propoſitions 
brought to Pratice, may plealc to ob» 
ſerve how they are ſerviceable in ma- 
ny places of my three Treatiſes here 


mention'd: Not by propoſing them rſh, 
an . 
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and then Deducing and Arguing from 
chem, as ſome may miſtake. ; but by 
Reducing the. Truth of .my Diſcourſes 
np to thoſe Standards of all Truth; 
and by ſhewing theſe. to be engagd 
in the Patronage and Support of my 
Thefss ; by which means, they ſmartly 
elinch the Force and: Evidenee of my 
Arguments, by bearing up tO them; 
and relying on them. 

+ 21. It'was a well-aim'd Reach of 
Speculation in Mr. Locke, | Eſſay con- 
cerning Humane Underſtanding, B. 2. 
Ch. 32. $: 2.] where he ſays, that the 
Metaphyſical Verity of Things contains 
in them a Tacit Propoſition : Which | 
would: underftand, not to be meant of 
that Veriry, as it is#n the Thing it ſelf ; 
but-as MK 1s 77 our Underſtanding, where 
only Propofitions are, Or can be. ' For, 
ſince this Metaphyſical Verity is not a 
Nataral Notion, imprinted dire#ly by 
our Senſes, ir can only be known by 
Reflexiyn., The Mind, then, careful to 
be well affur'd of the hg of which 
iris to Judge, or Diſcourſe, ( withour 
which Phe-aſſurance, it could do nei- 
ether, ) reviews it heedfully, and ſteadi- 
ly; and then ſays of it, within Tf {elf, 
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: known to'be, ini proper Spec 
- OF Falſe: In which Poſitron, Mr. Locke 


and Firſt Principles. iq 
f*T# this, and no other. } Which is an 
Identical Propofition , in Subſtance ; 
tho", for a Reaſon we fhall give ſhort- 
ly, we pur it afterwards into an Ex- 
preſſion more formally Identical. Why 
the Soul does this, ſprings hence ; be- 
cauſe, being naturally made to ſee 
"Truth ; and no Truch (in the Firſt 
and Proper Signification of that Word) 
being pollible ro be had, withour Af- 
firming, or Denying'; hence tis Natu- 
#al, and Neceſſary, that, when ir:comes 
-t0 review the ObjeR, in order to /te 
:#r Truth or 'Falſhood, it ſhould pur it 
'Info-the Frame of an Identical Propaſi- 
't108 ; Only which kind of Speeches are 
capable to 4frrm,” or Deny. And this 
is thar-I mean, when 1 ul to ſay, (as 
'F do frequently,,). that the” Nature 'of 
"the Sout is Comparative, or Relative : 
-For,” when # Propofition is molded in 


"the Mind, the Predicare of it is Com- 
*par'd Ot Related to the SubjeEt, in or- 
der to ſee their Agreement, or Diſagree- 
-ment ; without which, nothing can be 


ech, True, 


perfeQly-agrees with me. - Now, ſet- 
(Ng ade Extrinſecal Denominations, 
| which. 


44 The Rulevf Truth, 
which -are- not. at all found i» the 
Thing, but meerly tack'd to it by our 
Con derarion ; this Comparing 15, Ch 
ther of the Mode, to the Thing ; and, 
ſecing, in general, how it alleCts it, as 
is ſeen 'in the two laſt Predicables of 
Porphyrias ; which, becauſe Modes are 
not Diſtint Things, and yet differ yaſt- 
ly from the Formal: Notion of the 
Thing it (elf, of which they are Modes, 
can only be ConneCted wuth it Mates 
rially,, or, as Belonging to the Thing, 
as their S»bje#: Or, elle, the, Mind: 

ares the Thing to-what's Formed,. 
or Bſential coir, And this, eithes in 


the hole, asis found in gur Idengical. 


Propoſitions for which reaſon, I am. 
farc'd-to make a Sixth Predicable, in 
. Which the Hol: is predicated, entirely 
and formally, of the hole; Or elſe, 4» 


Fart; when ſome Part of the Efſence 


or Nature of the Whole Thing is Pre- 


gicated, or Compar'd to it &:werfly ; as- 


4s ſeen in Porphyrias's Three Firſt Predi- 


 Eables, call'd Genas, Species, and Diffe-- 
"rence ; Which do, all of them, 3 part,. 
bclong to the Eflence. Theſe Nates- 
borrow'd trom Logick, and premis'd,. 
"tis here. farther. to be Noted, (gt all 
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thoſe Compariſons, or Relations the 


Soul makes in whatever Propoſition, 
is done by that Relation, call'd 1enti- 

y ; as is manifeſt 'from the Copula 
TE#; Wherefore,” to review whar 
we faid lately ; the Predicates belong- 
ing to the two laſt Predicables-of Por- 
phyrine, are Referr'd only according re 
Material Tdentity ;. or, only as found 
ro belong «to the Tame Thing, and wor 
2'Bſential to it. The three former 
are reared, or Compar'd, as Identify'd 
Kiymally tothe Thing ; yet, ſtill fo, as 
bur ſeveral Parts of irs Eſſence. The 
6this, when the Whole Thing is Com- 
par'd, Relared to, or 14nify'd with 
the Whole Thing ; and this Entirely, or 
according to all that is ih the Thin 5 
And, this Way of C:mparing or Rele. 
ting the Whole Thing to its Self, is that 
Relarion of- Identity, which is the 
mo#t Eflential, 9105? Formal, and mef# 
Expreſlly. ſuch, .of all other; and, is 
only found in thoſe Propoſitions we 
call' Fri Principles. Which Propc 
cions being,” for 'the Reafons given, 
moſt Fully and Properly ſuch, we do 
therefore, WT cooks}, Call Taemtical. 


22. Whence 
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22. Whence may be ſcen, that the 
Virtue of Identical Prapoſitions:bread;, 
or run4.thorow all thoſe Propoſitions 
that are' Eſſential 5 and, C aterally, 
thoſe alſo whoſe Predicates are imme- 
diately and neceſlarily ConneFed with 
the Eſſence.: For, ſince the Parts are 
found in the Whele, and all Identifica. 
tion in part, is a Part of the Identifi- 
cation of the Whole Thing. with | its 
ſelf ; it follows, that Propoſitions,, or 
Truths, in which the Predicare is bur 
Part of the Whole, are, in Reality, but 
Parts of our Identicals. Nor is this 
all 3 but the Force of eVEery Cenſequence 
too is Grounded on them, in. which 
conſiſts all our Rationality ; | as was 
ſhewn above. Whence Mr. Locke, in 
his Eſſay, B. 4. Ch. 2. $. 7., ſhews, 've- 
ry Judiciouſly , that every Step- we 
rake in true Demonſtrations, is made 
by ' Intuitive, or Self-evident Know- 
ledges: RO MN 
2 3. Whence, 'tis Evident, that even 


yeitr Rule will force you, -tho' contra- 


ry to your Intention, .to come over to 
us ; and, will oblige you; to guide 
your ' ſelves*, by Connexion of Terms, 
( which is ow Way; ) however you 

| ol ſtrive 
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ſtrive to avoid ir. You fay, that when 
you Clearly\and Diſtinfly ſee a Propoi- 
tion tO be True, it muF} be ſo: And we 


Ons 
lly, WM fay, you can: never fee a Propoſition 
me- WM to be True, but. when you ſee its rwo 


Extremes, ( or, the Subject and Predi- 
Cate,)) Connefed. You will alledge, 
you ſce it in your Idea: But, (as is 


tifi- WM ſhewn aboye,) there are three Parts in 
its MI a Propoſition, . which have, cach of 
or i them, a Difin# 1a ; in regard, the 
bur I {clf-ſame 1dea which is of the Subje#, 
but IF cannot be the Idea of the Predicare ; 
his Il for, this would throw you. upon Ider- 


Ce tical Propoſiticns, which is our Rule - 
ich And, the Idea of the Cepula is, moſt 
vas ll cvidenily, quite Different from the 
5n other Two ; being, preciſely, That 
Ve- which Affirms, or Denies ; which nei- 
we I ther of the other does. This being a, 
de T befeech you to reflef, that Truth 
W- (which is the Thing in queſtion ) can- 
not cobſiſt in theſe Ideas, /mgly confi- 
en der'd;, for, taken has, they are, all of 
7 them, . Simple Apprebenſions, Which can 
ro neither be Trae, nor- Falſe. It remaing, 
Fi then, that you. og roy Truth 
wy Can be only 1n thole Ideas, pur togenbe: 
Jt or Connefed ; nor, can they be or 
| ere 
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a3 TheRule of Truth, 
»ef#:d, bur by that which only is apt 
ro Connet or Identifie them ; wix, 
by the Copula { E/ ; } for, theſe three 
Parts Cannot be fram'd inco one 
Speech, by any other manner, bur by 
putting the Word [ Ef] between them, 
Wherefore, *ris Evident, thar you can- 
not pretend to- ſee clearly and diſtin, 
that any Propeſition is Tre, ( which 
is yowr Rule ro know Truth,) bur by 
WEE its ſaid Terms Conne#ed, or Iden- 
gify'd. I fee not how you can, even 
in your Way of Ideas, deny this Clear 
Diſcourſe : And, if you grant it, we 
are thus far Friends. Only, we add, 
that, ro make ſuch Connexions the 
RULE to all others, you muſt allow 
them to be Self-Connexions, or Identi- 
cal; which is our Poſition. So that, 
which way ſoever you wriggle, to 
e@void our Rule, the Light of Com- 
mon Reaſon, or Natural Logick, will 
force you into it, whether you will 
or no. | 

2.4: As for the Dryneſ3 of Identical 
ns, which goes not down 
with'fome Men of Fancy, 1 have this 
to 2dd ; that That which,'is objeRted 
rothem, as Scandalous, and Opprobrious, 
" . 33 


ad Firſt Principles. 49 
3s, in reality, a Great Commendation to 
them.” For, this Conceit of their Dry. 
wes ſprings from their ſeeming roo Ob- 
vious. Whereas, were not the very 
Firſt Principles, and the Rule of Know- 
ing all Truths, thus moſt Plain, Eaſte 
and Obvious, but needed the leaſt Re- 
flexion, or Conſideration, they would 
be utterly unfit to be what they ought 
to be; Firſ# Principles, and Self-evi- 
dent. Nothing pleaſes the Palate of 
ſuch Gentlemen, which is not New, 
or ſuch as they knew not before. Not 
RefleQting, ' in the mean time, that 
nothing is New, but Concluſions lately 
Deduced ; and thar all Firſt Principles 
muſt be as O/d as Nature, or Mankind 
it ſelf: Nor could they be the Rule of 
Truth, which muſt oblige all Mankind 
to ſee their Evidence, and Afent to 
their Verity, were they otherwiſe. 

25. How pretty a Delufive Faculty 
is this Fancy of ours! and, how apr, 
if we be not aware, to decoy us, eve-- 
ry Step, into. Errowr, by Cuſtoma 
Appearances ; which, by ſtriking of- 
ten upon it, would fool our Reaſon ! 


Our own Thoughts, and thoſe of 


others, do, in all our Converſations, 
CG aſe 


uſe to came..40, us,: clad in Wards: 
Whence, it, happens, that j'tis.,very 
hard, liquidly and-clearly 40 /rip:the 
Seuſe from thoſe Words ; and-to.confi- 
der It, and nothing but It. If a Man 
Jays, { Every Thing is Diftin# from all 
other Things, ] none is apt to ſmile at 
Him, or 4mpure it as Ridiculous, or 
- Fooliſh : Bur, if he ſays, { 4-Thing 4: 
zts ſelf,\-Witty Men can fcarce'con- 
tain their Feſt at ſuch an Idle one 
tion : And yet they are, moſt evident- 
ly, the felt-ſame in Sepſe ; for, that 
which is Diſtin# fom all others, muſt 
either be irs Self, .or Nothing ; and, 
the taking away all Diſtinfion, does, 
almoſt in Terms, at 'leaſt, moſt for- 
enally, and neceſſarily, put Identity. Let 
us take another Inſtance: 1f one fays, 
{ 4 Whole is more than @ Part,| it ap- 
pears to ſuch Men, wondrous Wile ; 
and, none blames him, in the leaſt, 
that ſays it, or lays it for a Principle, 
But, if he {ays, and puts for a Frin- 
Ciple, | 7/iat's more than a Part, 4s more 
than a Part,) jt is good Luck if they 
do not think he delerves Midas's Ears. 
* Yer, bath of theſe Prgpoſitiqns are;the 
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and Firſt Principles: Ft 
and moſt perfeRtly Identical in Senſe ; 
and only differ in the Manner of Ex- 
1 preſſkon. Which I thus ſhew-: A Whole 


i- W conſiſts of its Parrs ; and, fince every 
if Thing is that of which it confits, A 
all & its Parts. But, the Word 


at W F#Parts,] being Plural, fignifies wore 
Or than One Part ; Wherefore, | 4 Whole 
ts is more than a Part, | is the ſame as to 
N- ſay, [ What's more than a Part, is more 
{i- than a Part; | which is as $ereeny 
It- Identical, as can be imagin'd. Nay, 
jat more; It we regard it well, we ſhall 
aſt W find, that rhe former Propoſition had 
1d, i not been known, Speculatively, to be 
&, il Self-evideyt, nor could have been made 
or - out to be ſach, but becauſe it is the 
ft fame with this later, whoſe Terms are 
ys, | - mo## formally Identical ; to which, the 
| other is cafily reduc'd, 
8 26. It will be ask'd, why we could 
aſt, Y mot let the Senſe alone in its former 
ple, F Dreſs, ( which became it much betrer 
n- ) than this other, ) fince it was Self-evi- 
ore if - dent enough before ? I anſwer ; Becauſe 
cy i the Self-evidence berrer appears, when. it 
rs. is alſo brought to Terms moſt perfeR- 
hell Iy Identical ; as any one may diſcern, 
who compares the rwo Propofitions 
C 4 RoW 


52 TheRule of Truth, 
now mention'd : And, hence alſo rhe 
Sceptical Diſſenter, or Denier, is moſt 
forcibly, and unavoidably thrown up- 
on a Dire# and Open Comtration ; for, 
to Deny thoſe Identicals, which are 
ſuch, nor only in the Senſe, bur in the 
manner of Expreſſion t00, is, tO AVOW 
a Contradidtion propos'd bare-fac'd, 
and in the plaineft Terms ; which 
could nat have appear'd /o clearly from 
the Terms of the farmer Propoſition, 
Laſtly, A Brabbling Pyrrhonian might 
have drawn the Words, | Whole, and 
{-Part, ] into ſome ſiniſter Conſtru- 
tion ; and have wrangl'd and quib- 
bled about them, by putting upon 
them divers Senſes ; which heis quite 
febarr'd of, when the Terms are thus 
Identical : For, when the Words of both 
rhe Terms are the very /elf-ſame, what- 
ever Senſe he gives the Words of the 
carpet, muſt be allow'd to the Words 
of the Predicate too ; ſo that he will 
be put quite paſt his Shifts, and the 
Propoſition wall. ſtill remain equal 
Identical as it was before, maugre all 
his Cavils, and Evaſions. 
27. By this time I have, as I con- 
£cive, good reaſon to preſume cnvngh 
as 
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has been alledg'd by us, to prove that 
our Rule of Truth is, ia every Re- 
gard, quality'd for ſuch an Employ. 
We will therefore, if you-pleafe, now 
turn the Tables, and examine what 
your Rule can pretend to; ot, what it 
it has in it, which can entitle it ro'be 
fuch a Rw/e ; or, in any reſpeCt,.coun- 
ter-ballance what has been produc'd 
for owrs. Todo which, we will con- 
ſider it, both as to the A# of your 
Clear and Diſtin& Perception, the im 
mediate Objef of that A; and, at 
the fame time, as tothe Srability which 
each of theſe may be conceiy'd to have 
from its Ground. We will begin with 
the Obje#, that determines your Fa- 
culty of Underſtanding. to rhw Of that 
Particular 4#: If 1 rightly conceive 
the Carteſian Dottrine, the Immediate 
Obje#s of your Clear and Diſtin& 
Perception, are your Ideas, ih which 
appears this Zrath which, you ſay, 
you Clearly and Diſtin&tly ſee. Now, 
theſe Ideas of yours are, confeſſedly, Ef- 
fefts produc'd by a Second Cauſe, the . 
Mind ir ſelf ; and not the Immediate 
Work of the Firft Cauſe, on which 
(as has been ſh-wn ) our Rule is built : 
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54 TheRule of FTruth,. * 
Which gives ours an Infinite Advan« 


we, above yours, as tothe Stability 
its. Ground : Ours having, for its 


Solid Foundation, the Ideas in the Dz- 
vine Underſtanding ; whence-are un- 
queſtionably Deriv'd, and by which 


are Eftablifh"d, the Eſſences of Things, 


on which ours is Immediately Ground- 
ed: Whereas, your Ideas are held by 
your ſclves, to be the Creatures, or 
Produdions of your own. Mind: ; which 

"were it grahted it acu/d produce any; 


ch Ideas) is a DefeFive Agent Of its 


own. Natuze ; and, therefore, its Pro. 


duftions 10. Uncertain, that it ſeems a 


moſt ſtrange picce of Norine, to 
build alfthe Certain Truth and Knows. 
ledge Mankind can poſlibly- have on 


fuch an Unfeny Foundation. How 


many Thouſands, even of. a fair Ritch 
of Underſtanding, have miſtaken 'Liwe- 
I;  Fancies, for Evident Knowleage ? 
Muſt, therefore, all-Truth be built on: 
+ Mi} :&avle Principle ?- Nay, more ; 
fach Men, judging thus, by Miſtake, 


| the Thing was. Evident, taking them 


as polkſs'd, with ſuch a Miſtake, can- 
nat-but Aſſent- toi, as True, tho" it be 
never. ſo Falſe : Muſt we therefore con- 

| ſecrate. 
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this Erroneous Ground of theirs; 
into” & Rule of Trach? Oh, but ir be- 
longs tro-God's Goodneſs, to'take care, 
thar, ſince we cannot but Aert UpOore 
ſich a Clear and Diſtin& Appearance, 
we ſhould! not be forced upon Erront. 
Why {02 If you will needs leave the 
Things his Wildom has made, rake 
your own' Way, and over-conceit the In- 
fallibility of your own Faculty; irs 
judging: you Clearly and Diſtinttly know 
# Thing, when'you do fey it; is 
Gold's Providence anſwerable ro:ſup- 
port every over-weening Raſtineſs of 
ours 2 Doubrleſs, - his Goodneſs is new 
ver wanting to ſuch a conſiderable 
Species, as 15- Mankind, in NeC flari-» 
to their Knowledge, for which <1 


; Nature was madc: Bur, if there 5© 


Another Way, more Solidly Gromd-d' 
and Evident than yours; nay, againſt 
which ( as has been prov'd ). there can 
lie no- Exception, and Men wilt not: 
take it ; his Providence is acq1itr <& 
and, "tis Juſt to ler them detude ther" 
ſ{tlves. Ar leaft,. it will be ſaid, that 
this Clear' and: Diſtint Perceprion' 
8 a Rule of Truth i as, tho' not to' 
Truth, confider'd* i» i: [ef Bur, if 
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56 TheRule of Truth,” 
what we afſent to upon that Imaginary 
Ground, may till be falſe, for any 
thing that Ground can affure us, how 
Can it be a Rule of Truth # any ? 
To return tO our Ideas ; The main 


Point is, that it is ſo far from Evi- 
dent that there can be. any ſuch Ideas 


Elicited, or Produced, by 'our Minds, 


that there are many pretended. De- 
monſtrarions againſt it; as may be 
ſeen in Idee Carteſiane Expenſe, Exam. 
2. from $ 31. t& $.49. Nay, there 
are very many" others. in; my Second 
Preliminary, proving there can need 
none ; the Thing it {elf being objeive- 
ly. in our Underſtanding. To. none 
of which Demonſtrations, I do expect 
any Full and Solid Anſwer ; but only, 
perhaps, ſome ſlight - Touches.. 1. add, 
that the Ideiſts themſelves cannot a- 
gree amonglt themſelves, what kind 
of Things theſe Spiritual Ideas ſhould 
be. Mr. Locke makes them to be. $S;- 
militudes ; Which Mr. Le Grand denies ; 
and, is ſo at variance with himſelf, 
thar.he purs them to be many ſeveral 
forts of Things, and thoſe Inconſitent 
with one another ; and fo makes them 


J 


ta be Chimeras: This OPRneY | 
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of thoſe Writers with one another» 
and with their own felves, makes. it 
very Dubious that there are any ſuch 
Things as theſe 1deas, at all; ar leaſt, 'ris 
Evident, \that they who ground alt 
their DoCtrine upon' them, do nor 
know what they are; and, therefore, 
they build all cheir Hypotheſis on they 
know not what. kind if this be ſo, 
then the Immediate Obje& of their Clear 
and Diſtinct Perceptioh 1s, perhaps, a 
Non-Entity ; or, at leaſt, ſuch an Enti- 
ty, as no Man living ( nor themſelves - 
neither ) knows what to make of it. 
28, Again ; This Obje#, which you” 
Clearly. and Diſtin&tly ſee: to. be True, 
muſt be ſome Mental Propoſition ; for, 
nothing can be Formally” True, . bur” 
fome Speech that Affirms, ot Denies. - 
Now, ſay we, 'tis moſt inconteſtable, 
that the FirPropolition we can make 
of a Thing, 1s, tO affirm its Metaphyſi- 
al Verity ; or, tO lay, *Tzs this, ( or 
its ſelf, ) andino other : For, the Subjeff 
being the- Baſis of all our Thoughts, 
we-mult- fx i Certainly, Clearly and: 
Diſtin&tly, ere we Can, with Certainty, 
fay any _ elſe of it. This Propo- 
fition, then, fay we, is ſuch, that'our 
| : 4 Under- 
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58 The Rul& of Truth; 
Underſtanding no logges opens its 
Kye, to take a View: of it; but it raw 
aſlent. to.it, becauſe of: the Selfcevident- 
Identificetion-of its Terms ; wholſe.Self- 
Evidence we do therefore make our- 
Rule. It remains then, that-you ſhew 


us fome-Truth, or Propoſition, which: 


Is hefore this, ( which we think; to-be 
the Fir, ) and . which both makes it. 
felf; thas. Yiſible ; and. alſo, by its Self- 
evident Light, gives Clearneſs-and In- 
teligibility -to-.aÞ orber Truths ; and, 
laſtly, which is. ſo . Firmly Grounded, 
that it.may be a Solid Firſt Principle, 


and not. an Aery and:Phantaſtick Con- 


ceit, . You mutt then, ( weſay,) pro- 
duce, and ſhew-us ſome other Propoli- 
tion than that. you have brought hi- 


therto,. which tells us your Clear and: 


Diſtin& Perception 1s .your- Rule ; for, 
this, you ſee, is already, by many Un- 
anſwerable Arguments, thrown out of 


doors, and ſhewn Unfit 10 be a:Rwle. 
And,. till. you do this,. you ought not. 


t@ be offended, if- we tell you friendly, 
and. plainly, that.you haye za, Rule of 
Truth at ll. | 

29., Thus much” for-the Immediate 


Ozze5..of your. Clear. and. Diſtinct Per-. 
Ceptyone. 
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eeption. | As for the 48. it. ſelf, I bes 
feech you, . Sir, conſider on what a: 
Sandy Fowndition you' would build alk: 
Truth... Whar ſignifies yours, or mine,., 
or atly. Man's Fudement, thar He Cleay-- 
Iy and DiftinRly ſees a Truth ; or, that: 
* micff Allent, or may: #or Aﬀent* to? 
it? Whar fignifie theſe, I ſay, ro the- 
Truth of the Thing ©” Muſt Truth be. 
built on Men's 7ndements, of their 
Manner of Conceiving.? What's True, , 
is-Þfallibly fach ; and-this, by virtue-: 
of its Grounds. Is -our Fudgment,”.Ov-" 
Manner' of Conceiving, {uch a-Certains 
Ground,” or Infallible'* How many In- 
ſtances-is the World full of, to-prove: 
thoſe Perceprions of ours, tho' Judg'd® 
by us mo# Evident; to be Fallacious3* 
X Pailionate Man, highly Injur'd;- andi 
bent upon Revenge, judges it meZfF E-- 
vident that. he ought to take his Prii-- 
vate Sarisfation : And, you can--do 3 
no more, but verily Fudge you -have - 
tyis Clear and Diſtin&t Perceprion, tliat \ 
tych or-\ach a Propoſtion-is True.-. Ex 
am ro prefume, that thofe Carteſians- 
wo ſtismariz'd = with-the Ignomi- - 
nions Note: of being. Impiozs ' agginfe” 
Ged, £4, judgid"they al Charly (Ee, 
Wag-5 
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E was thus wicked ; for, otherwiſc, 
they left their own beloved Ruk, to 
Blacken me ; which is too high a Ma- 
lice for any Man to charge them with-: 
And yer, no. Man living, as. far as. 
my ſelf, or my. Friends,. can diſcern, 


did think ſo, but themſelves ; for, "tis. 


Hard to conceive, that, if others. had- 


thought ſo, none of them ſhould have. 


that Zeal for God's Honour, as to ob- 
Jet it, or reprehend me for it : Nor 
2m I to doubt but they thought they 
olearly and. diftinly ſaw, that when I 
faid, Amnibilation was Impoſſible, 1 did, 
by that DoCtrine, ſer upon God himſelf : 
And; yet, tho' the Learned. Albius 
maintain'd the ſame, in his. Meraphy- 
 ficks, 50 Years before, no. Friend ever 
admoniſh'd him, that by ſaying fo, he. 
had fallen into a. Wicked Errour : Nor 
any-of his Oppoſers, who. were very 
Learned Men, tho” they gather'd ma- 


ny- Propoſitions out of his Books, 


which Teem'd to. ſound ill, did. ever 
object Thx ; whereas, had they judg'd: 
it Impjous, they would not have ſpar'd. 
bip), but have laid load upon him for 
it,, But, it ſcem'd, they all. wanted 
this Gift of Clear and DiſtinR. Per- 
ception,, 
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and Firſt Principles: &r 
ception, which is peculiar to the Carre-. 
fians, To. come to other Inſtances; 
How frequently are People miſtaken, 
in. thinking-they have a-Clear and Dij-. 
ſtinF. Perception, Or . Perfe@ Evidence ! 
Prejudice, , Fattion and. Education: work. 
this ill Effet, and- make Men. abſo- 
lately judge they ſee- moſt Evidenthy,,. 
chey. are in the right... People far gone 
ia the Spleen, or a deep Melancholy, do- 
Aſſent, and Judge, perhaps, more 
Firmly than you do, ,that they ſee 
Clearly twenty Ridiculous Fooleries-to- 
be Trne. High-flown Enthuſiaſts judge 
the ſame. Pious Women, and. Pru- 
dent in other Things, if much giver 
roIntroverlion, Judge, they ſee clearly. 
and diſtinily ( nay; far more lively than 
we do) many ſtrange Things. in their- 
Imaginary Viſions and Revelations ; in- 
ſomuch, that they would pawn their 
very Sowls for their Truth ; which, yet, 
are oft known, by their Etfetts, to.be 
meer Iltufions of Fancy. From all which' 
Errours and InCconveniences, our Rule 
iS Free : For, who can, our of Humour, 
Precipitancy, Fancy, Dilſcaſe,' or any 
other Caſualty whatever, be deceiv'd, 
in. Judging, that. Identical Propoſitions 
arc 
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are Trae? Thisther, unanfwerablycon- 
dlades: ow: ro: be the-Gemuin® Rave of 
Truth; itt : this muſt'be ſack as: 


all: Men -muft be forc'd toAffentro, una- 


nitnouſly- 4pree mn.it; nor can-ever Hap 


to be* Decero'# init By any- Chance 


whatevey: Sinee; atherwre, the'wbole: 


Notre of thoſt:Men would/be Depra- 


ved; and good for nothing, as Raving 


noRule-by which to kriow a7 Trut 


»hitever::. Nay, it muſt be ſuch as. 


may be prodirc'd openly, by the Aſſerters 
oF any: Truth; that, .by alledging 7:, 
they maybe able: ro-convince ' others, 
thar what they+ maintain 1s- a' Real 
Truth; and not fome Phantaftick Con- 
coit- of their owne;;. without which, 
their Clear-and'* Diſtin& Perception is 
Inviſible; and ſo can farisfre no Man: ; 
nor-clear themſclves- from: being Self- 
conceired.; but, to argue like Phana- 


ticks, who pretend they diſcern Things-: 


by an Inward Light, which none can 


{ce but themſelves, nor they them{clves- 
make it: vigble ro:others, Of. which; . 


more hereafter. . 
39. I beg of you, once more, (the. 


Point being of great Importance,) that : 


this Queſtion, concerning your: Rule, 
RAY , 


and Fiſt Principles —=653 
maybe rightly ſtated, and underſtood. 
None doubts; bue' that, if we- clearly 
know a Thing: to b+- True, ir is True ;. 
otherwife, ir would follow, that we 

may know- what is nor; or, (which 

is the ſame, ). may know that which is 
met. to be known: The only Queſtion; , 
then, is,, Whether we may not-be Miſ- 
taken in Judging we know it; when; 

indeed; we do -not know it, but only -- 


fancy it; Whichis .a Thin ſo Com- 


mon amongſt- all- Mankind, that: not 
very many eſcape this Fault of Qwer- - 
weening. . Wherefore, ere.you Can pre«-. 
tend that this Rule of yours is Uſeful, 
and a Certain Means to know Truth, . 
you ſhould firſt preſcribe us ſome Self- 
evident Rule,, how we may know afſu- 
redly, that our Fud#ment that we do-: 
Clearly and Diſtinttly know-a Thing,. 
is-not a Miſtake : -For, otherwiſe, we 
are often apt to think we do moſt cer- 
tainly know - a Thing, when we have 
only a Lively __ or Fancy of 
it; Beſides which, this Rule muſt haye 
Force upon «ll Mankind,” that:we may 
ealily make it.out to-others, that we do 
#ndeed and really know, and nor:meer- 
Iy preſume. weknow; when; perhaps, 
We - 
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we do not : Otherwiſe, it will neither 
give" others, nor onr.. ſelves, any Cer- 
tainty that what we imagin we know, 
is. True. This is the true Difficulty ; 
and: againſt this, .I- do not diſcern any 
effeCtual Provifion made by you ; nor 
how you can make any, withour ha- 
ving recourſe to the Self-evident Con- 
nex1ion of the Terms in an Identical 
Propolition. - This -Self-evident Con- 
nex1on. we.can produce openly, to every 
Man's Eye'; whereas, you cannot pro- 
duce your pretended Clear and Diſtinct 
Perception- to any Man : And, it be- 
ing, when thus produced by us, impoſ- 
{ible not to be [ſeen and acknowledg'd 
by any Man, who' has any Ule of his 
Intellectual. Faculry, 'tis able to give 
perfect SatisfaCtion to owr ſelves, and to 
others alſo, that we neither are, nor can 
be Miſtaken in our Judgment, hat we 
do really and indeed Know it ; and, not 
only Deem it You fee, Sir, where the 
Difhculty pinches. That can never be 
a Certain Rule to we, or.to any Man, 
which I can never be ſure I make uſe 
of : Now, 'tis evident by what is ſaid 
; here, I cannot be afſur'd I do cearly y 
and diſtini#ly know, unleſs my Judg- | 
i ment. 
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and Firſt Principles 65) 
ment that.I 4o-ſo be:ſecur'd from Mi/< 
take: For, if I-be: miſtaken in that. 
Judgment, and- do not clearly and di- 
ſtintly know, your- Rule atfeCts not 
meatall ; noram Ia jot the better for 
it, or nearer the Knowing any Truth 
by it : But, which. is- yet worſe; tis. 
Evident from this Diſcourſe, that thexe: 
needs another Rule of Knowing, Ante- 
cedent to yours, 't0-guide my Fudgment 
that I do clearly and diſtin&tly Lo, 
and do'not miſtake, or raſhly preſume I 
| 13:48 Wwe 1ence, the Cn. 
rality of Mankind does. Which evi- 
dently concludes, that the Propoſttion 
by a Hr you expreſs your } nor wy wo 
Rule of Knowing, may, indeed; be a. 
Truth; (in caſe you do really know, }: 
but can-never be a Rule of «emperor 
me, or any Man: For, this be: 
Fir#t known, Or Self- known, © all Man- 
tind ; or. otherwiſe, it needs another 
Antecedent Rule, to. make it Uſeful ; 
and, ſo it is Ruled, and »o Rxle. Here 
it is, then, that the Point ficks ; and, 
here 'tis ke to ftick, for any thing I 
can imagin, in behalf of the Carte/ians.. 

31. I am apt to apprehend, that 
your Acute Wit will , that ſome 


few 


66 The Rule'f "Trudy, 
of thoſe ances] alledg/diformer- 
y, of Men who' verily judg'd the 
Things co be True, and yer were mif- 
taken in thus Judging, do fall ſhort of 
Concluding;; I mean,- «boſs rhat con- 
cern'd People in Difeaſes ; which: you 
may, with ſome' reaſon; think, are 
known. to. be plain Deviations fron 
Nature; by an calie Criterion-z. wiz. by 
the: Srandard of Mankind, who have 
therighr Uſe: of rheir Reaſorm. Which 
Lizall nor comets: witty you ; nor lad 
L brought fuch-as theſe, bur that I ſee 
your. Writers bring. the fame againſt 
the Certainty of- our Senſes ; as, thar 
Itterical People ſee all: Things Yellow; 
and/fuch tke; which are ſolv'd by the 
fame Crirerion.. Bur, what are'thefe 
to. many: orhexs which F rherealledg'd ; 
and: could' preſs: farther, were” it ſuca- 
ble to:the Brevity: Fhad intended; To 
forcethat Obje&tion home, - what ſhall 
we think of Syecakative Min; and Great 
Philoſophers; nay, of many Great ' Ma- 
thematicians, who: thought they had 
moſt certainty Sywurr 4+he Circle? They 
are held ro-be Men in* their perfect 
Wits ; nay, they are held.co- be _—_ 
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and Firlt Principles: 67 
did roo; and, moreover, Learned ; and, 
which is more, both Sides offer De- 
monſtrations for their Tenet ; and have, 
oft-rimes, great Multitudes that follow 
them, embrace their Dottrine. 
Can/it: be deny'd, bur that ſuch very 
Learned, Acute and Ingenio Men do 
verily Judge thar they: clearly and di- 
fin#ly ſee their Doctrine to be True ? 
And yet, we are certain thar, _ 
they conmtradith one another, one: Side 
muſt needs be; in an Err in that 
Jadgment. We will bringi per nears 
er —_ and lay it even: at our"own. 


JE. 1 do not doubt, bur your felf 
( for, 1 cannot _— your Candour) 
does. verily judg DUE 
diftintHy. 054 ar A lnnad 
ſame) have Perfect Evidence, thu > 
Way. of Ideas is the Trae Way: to. Sci- 
ence : And 7,. on. the other fide, am as. 
fully. þ nerfuaded,; as that: Þ ve, that Ido: 
m6? o and. diſindtly ſee, it.is {0 far from 
being the Way taScience, thas it is 

ly Groundlefs,  and-leads to Inmemera- 

; Erromnvs.. hat you are thus perfaas. 
dd, ſeems very. Evident to- yow ; for- 


which, Lant very-willing: to:rake your 
Word.. 
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j Ford: And, that d am thusfully per. 
\ ſuadedI do Clearly: and:DiſtinRly ſee 


veration, I believe Indifferent Men 
will think I have given fuffcient Tefti- 
mony, by bringing ſo-many pretended 
Demonſtrations againſt 'your Way:; and 
hazarding my Credit; by voxching them 
to be Conclaſrue ; which, therefore, are 
ſo many Sure Gages for my Sincerity, 
when I declare this to be my Senti- 
ment. Add, that theſe Demonſtra- 
good are not hike —_ of aft ib 

-my'own Brain ; for, then, perhaps, 
I might, for ſome by-end of Applauſe, 
or {ome ſuch Foolery, nee * Þre- 
tended they were. my true sf 
Burt,, they are allbuilt upon'the Nature 
of. the Thing, | or: SubjeR in hand ; 
which being Eſtabliſh'd to be what it x, 
*tis beyond the Wir or Power of Man, 
to make, marr, alter, or deface it ; and; 
ſhould I go about to diſgzize or miſ-re- 
preſent it, 'tis-caſie for any Adverſary to 
thew, I ſpeak.ContradiGtions, and-ex- 
poſe me to open-Shame for my Conf.- 
dent Ignorance: For, what- is again## 


the Nature of the Thing, makes that. 
Thing t0 ke what it. # not ;: Which is 4 


the Contrary, 'belides my faithful Af. 


pl 
[2 ſo. manifeſt, that I may: convince 


—C—— > 


ain ContradiRtion.-: This, then,” be- 


you by your own Method, Whyought 
not you, by your Way of Donbting of 
£very thing that has any Shew -or Poſ= 
{ibility of Fa/ſkood, or any Uncertainty, 
to lay aſide, and renounce yowr Rule of 
Truth, as Uncertain and Fallacioxs ; {ince 
we do both of us Y pay it--to our 
power ; and, yet, fince we contradift 
one another ſo Diametrically, one of 
us is, notwithſtanding, in a va## Er- 
rour.! Here is Matter of Fat, then, 
againſt the Uſefulneſs of your Rule ; 
and that too, as Certain, and Evident, 
As that one ( or both: of us ) is not the 
worſt ſort of Hypocrites ; that is, be- 
lies himſelf, and his own Thoughts : 
Whereas, I believe, no Man that knows 
either of us, had ever ſuch a bad Opi- 
nion of us. I could preſs this Topick 
much farther ; but I had rather leave - 
it to your Sincere and Deliberate Con- 
{ideration. + 

33- The Rule by which we are to 
know Truth, ought therefore, ( as was 
faid,) in ſuch a manner oblige all Man- 
kind to 4ſſent, that it ſhould be apt, 
of is {&lf, to compoſe all Differences in 
| Opinion, 
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Opinion, by Applying, and Bearing 


up tot: Whereas, yours -Can Com- 
poſe none at all ; but, contrariwiſe, en- 
gages Learncd Men in an Endlefi Wran. 
gle. We both grant, Thatif we ſee a 
Thing clearly to be True, it s True ; 
fince Comman 'Senſe tells every Man, 
that none can ſee what « not to be ſeen: 
Nor is there any ſuch Myſtery, or Ma- 
Rerſhip, in -advancing this obvious 
Pobtion ; or, for magnifying Carte- 
fws fo highly, for inventing it ; fince, 
Ithink, no Man living ever deny'd it, 
The Queſtion is, Which of us has this 
True Evidence, Which you Call Clear 
end Diſtin& Perception * You will ſay, 
you have it, and Iwant it : 1 ſhall re- 
ply, thar- I 4bave it, and want it, 
You will blame ſome D in my Un- 
der{tauding, or ſome untoward Byaſs or 
Propenſion of my Will, both which, ac- 
cording to Mr. Le Grand, (? 93.) Can 
make one deceiv'd in thinking that he 
evidently perceives: And: I, on the 0- 
ther ſide, think I may, with equa} Ju- 
ftice, blame yours : And, ' ſo) we may 
come to lay the Fault, either on the 
Weakneſs of one another's Underſtand- 
4ne, or the Depravedneſs of his = j 
| W 
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and Firſt Prindiples x 
ahich naturally leads Men to:peltone 
anather with Raſh Tadgments, and bard 
Words: But, fince we Gan, neither of 
us, {ee one another's Thowghts,. or dif- 
cover to others, how Clear they are, 
which 1s your Way ; both fides| will 
fill remain as far from Comvi#iesn, and 
the Point from Deciſion, as at firſt, for 
any thing your Rule helps cither of us. 
And, if we ſer aſe Propoſitions and 
Piſourſes, and the ſhewing that their - 
Terms are Undeniably Connefed, and 
therefore, Themſelves certainly T7 rue ; 
Awhich' is 22 j::.- Hay ; ) how, I be- 
feech you, ſhall Mzn ever come-to a 

Final Concluſion by dint of Reaſon, with- 
Qut being put 10.3t 40 avail themſelves 
by I) Words, and Paſſien ; which (I 
ear, by proceeding upon your Rule ; 
for, you-pretend nat tahave produced 
any Connexion of Terms ) has been ſuch 
aStickler, of late, to uphold the Car- 
teſian Caule ? rb 

34- 'This fſeem'd to me fo Odd 2 

Procedure, that 1 begg'd the Favour of 
. FOU, tO Acquaint.me, how, or by:whye 
.-Means, you would make o:her: knaw 
you had, indeed, this Clear and Di- 
Kind Pexception ; or, how you.could 
prove 
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prove you had it, but by_making uſe 
of Propoſitions and Diſcourſes; the Force 
of which conſiſts only in Aﬀerming, De- 
»ying, Or Inferring ; that is, in the Con- 
mexion, Or Inconnexion of the Terms. 
As1I remember, your Anſwer was, by 
Explicating to them clearly the Point, 
and defiring them to Meditate npon it: 
Which Way you feem'd to magnitfie 
very much, I could have alledg'd, 
that you could not have propos'd, or 
us'd, even this Way, without making 
uſe of Propoſitions, and Diſcourſes : But, 
letting you proceed, I barr'd Explica- 
tions, if they were brought ( as it here 
ſcem'd) to evacuate any Need of Proof: 
For, Explicating, asContradiſtinguiſh'd 
to Proving, amounts to no more but a 
kind of Rhetorical Perſuaſive, made up 
of Similitudes, Parallels, Allufions, and 
fuch little forts of light, Witty Fan- 
Cies, which may ſerve, and are made 
uſe of, in a manner, equally, to abet Er- 
' Your, as Well as Truth. Indeed, if the 
Terms of the Queſtion be Dubious, Ex- 
plications are needful, and very requi- 
fite ; leſt, otherwiſe, we level our Ar- 
gument at a wrong Theſis : But, if the 
Point in- queſtion be rightly _— 
(010; 
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"ever Den ind Ovens | 


_ - 4 9» 3 wi < : 
weeds mo "Proof 3 or, it muſt 


glad to know whether, of no,-you 


_ would .go about to convince -fuch+ a 


Man by Grounds and Principles? W you 
fay, you would, and'that yourhink-you 
can < this:then you wrong your Cauſe 
exceedingly, by waving the Mention 
of fuch;Srreng Supperts as Principles and 
Gromnds ; and Recurringto, and Rely- 
ing On ſuch Unſteady, Fecble Reeds 2s 
Explicaticus 1f. you ſay, you carmot 
evince'your Theſis by Principles ; then 
all your Explications,' tho' neyer fo 
Witty, are, confelledly, Unprincip!'d, 


-and Growundlef. If you' pretend, your 


Explications do i»volwve Proofs in them; 


_ *ris clearly for the Intereſt of your 


Cauſe, to make uſe of the Argumenta- 
tzve part of ſuch Diſcourſes, and leave 
out the Explicative : For,” -tis ceftain, 
that the Argument, if a good one, fub- 
fits upon ſome Solid Principle ; where- 
2s, an Explication may be without an 

at all. © It will therefore, to any conft- 
dering Man, be a ſtrong Prejudice -a- 
gainſt the Cartefians, and make Men 

D 


apt 


apt to think they »o Grounds or 


af all, tharthey do ior much 
md 'to thei, much Tels b#i/7 their 
iſcourſes on them, or reduce them 


to them; bur ſeem to abaicerte them, 
while they place their chief Support in 
Explications. In a Word; Let the Po- 
firion be firſt Prov'd to be True, or all 
Explications are Frivoloxs : For, towhat 
e is it to ſtand Explicaring a 

Falſhood + The narure of all Explica- 
rions, is, to give us the Seyſe of the The- 
fe propos'@; bur, ler it be firſt Prov'd, 
and Seen that' it bears good Senſe; for, 
> - a very hw , to'ftand Ex- 

icating Nonſenſe. _ © 

' "457 On this Ocexfhon, it were not 
amiſs to notre here 'acertain manner of 
Wr:iting, very frequent amongſt ſome 
Modern Philoſophers ; which is apt to 
lead the Generality of Learners into 
very great Errours. We do, all of us, 
naturally affe&t Knowledge ; and there- 
fore, we love-to read Authors that are 
Cleer, or write clearly ; as being very 
Knowable, or Intelligible: But, now, 
C learneſs 1s of Two ſorts: The one makes 
Clear the Thoughts of the Writer ; The 
Other makes Clear the 774th of wa 
e 
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= by means of Rherorich, and 
tne aa The Other canonly 
Solid | Principles, and by Ties 
But, it too: often 
he hoſe Readers who have not a 
Strong Bent to ſee Truth, and, with a 
ſteady. Aim, purſue it, and I: only, ate 
ſo well appay'd with the Clear Expreſ- 
fion of an Author, in delivering his 
own Aer; my __ bur be very 
Pretty, gz mens, 
jt || neatly clad; darrheyare, at unawares, 
oF || P<coy'd to think the Thing it ſelf is 
Clear, 'when'tis only the Sentiment of 
0 the Author which is render'd ſo Evi- 
'- | &nt; eſpecially, if there be alſo ſome 
ſlight Shew of Coherence ; which ſel- 
dom wants, -if the Writer be a Man of 
Parts. And, yet, per oy all this while, 
were that Diſcourſe 'd of its Su- 
Gayity, and Cranded to the 
m, nothin; will be found to fup- 
ur its ts; ruth : bur i it will appear Plain 
Bald Nonſente en cuerpo. On the 0- 
ther fide, it lights ſo, that Diſcourſes 
D 2 that 
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that are S974; and. built all along on 
Emident- Principles} (only , which can 
Clear the.7ruth. of the Point,;) do» want 
the other ſort of {s,. which con- 
fiſts in i te , [0 recommend them 
to the'Liki otcegcader And this 
happens for Two Reaſons ;- One; be- 
caule - Principles da Conliſt of -” Few 
Words, or Nations ;i-and:;thoſe tao, 
{uchas are General, or Univerſal ones ; 
which: do not;admir_ ſuch yarying the 
Ph:aſe, or Smooth. Explications,:'to 
make them were Knowablie; their Clear- 
neſs conſiſting, only in the-greater Siv:- 
plicity of thoſe; General "i'erms, and 
their Clſe Corpex/opy (Lhe KcandiRea- 
fon is, that thoſe Wijterrwbazndca- 
vour to look acep, antai the Fipndation 
and Princ: ples ON winch Truth 1s Groun- 
ded, and are nat latisfy'd; with Skim- 
ing Over Queſtions [uper ficialy, do not 
Carc tO avail. themlclves; by : Explice- 
$:075, and the Way of Smocth Expre/- 
frons, but quite--di/-regord them,.and 
judge them only Luke-warm Whrds in 
thcir preſent, Circumſtances ; becauſe 
th<y neither conduce to the Attain- 
went of Science, nor to Sertle and 
Clear the Truth of the Theſis 5 Which 

| -.. ſuch 


my #7 A of. fg) 4 ISR HO wo pee 4 At we we... 


L-» ih: 


. and Firſt Principles, . - 77 
ſuch Men ſee can -only be done -by 
the Striff and (Evident - Connexion of 
their Notions. To apply this Dif- 
courſe; 1 intreat you, Sir, to-Confider 


- whether the Former Sort- of Clearneſs 


be no>that-which'the Carreſians atictt ; 
the Second, that: which we take; and 
purſue, I ſhall hope, that whoever 
peruſes my METHOD to SCIENCE, 
with an Attentive and Indifferent Eye, 
wiil-calily obſerve, that I firſt pur my 
Theft and-then endeavour to eſftablith 
it .by rigorow Proofs, drawn from the 
Nature of, the Thing or Swbjet# treated 
of inthoſe reſpeRive Places: And thar 
the Carteſians do' nor uſe to take any 
ſuch Method, . bur place their Hopes of 
recommending their Teners to the 
Reader's Approbation, in their 'Zxpli- 
cations. Which makes it ſo difficult 
for a Logician to find where their Ar- 
guments /ze hid, or where they preſs ; 
of which, with juſt Reaſon, I ſo often 
complain. | 
36, 'Thus: much :concerning your 
Method. of Proving by Explicating ; Of 
rather, of ſubſtituting Explications in 
the. place. of Proofs. As tor the other 
part of your Method, which is, your 
: D 3 putting 


utting Learners to Meditate Tong and 
erioully, upen what you have. pro. 
pos'd to them, I lik'd that as ul as1 
did that of Explicating : And, my Rea. 
fon is, becauſe, unkis Men take Pris- 
ciples along with them, to guide their 
Thoughts right, and keep an Atrentive 
Eye to them, while they thus Aedi- 
rate; 'ris to be fear'd, their long Ade- 
ditating will, by its frequent Dinrs, ſo 
imprins and fix what you have-to'd 
them, in their Brain ; and, at length, 
make it ſink ſo deep into their Minds, 
that, whether it be Right or Wrong, 
it will #ic& rhere, as daily Experience 
hews us; Cuſtom, a Second Nature, 
having a very powerful Afcendent 
over the Underſtanding, to imbue us 
with Falſe Tmpreſſions, by the oft-rez- 
rerated Thinking upon any Point that 
is Diſputable ; eſpecially, Ingenious 
Explicarions ( as was ſhewn lately ) roo 
often ſcrving - for Reaſons, ta. thoſe 
who are not well vers'd - in True Lo- 


2 But, the main ObjeCtion I make, 
is, That" this Method of yours quite 
overthrows the Ralt of Truth, whi 
you intended to chal by it. ok 


- 
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I» 
pon W 

SE Ro 

maſt t be fo 


of Touth 

TH it {clf, above 
any thin Ing we cop edd-ro. in Higheft 
'”- i Evidence, that ir cannot poſlibly need 
er i any Explication, nor Meditation nei- 


ve WF ther. on, conſequently, can any 
di- vis gumens be brought, ro De, 
tet 


tex this Rule of yours 
ſo not the Right one, than *ris ro _— 
xd MW or x7 wane thar ir ſtands in »eed of, or, 


th, WW even, can admit Aſliſtance, or 
ds, WY cicher from the one, or the Light, 
8g, MW For, if it can need any Explication, it 
ce i follows, that.it muſt be be Grdeching Ob- 
re, WW ſcure: And, if it can need Poring and 
nt Meditating upon it, cre. it be admitted, 
Us or can be kxown, then 'tis far from be- 
Fr mo#t Self-evident : Both which ut- 
at _ y deſtroy the Nature of ſuch s Rule. 
US For, ſince we. muſt know all other 
o Truths by Ir, its Evidence muſt be the 
ſe Fir#} Thing to be known; and there- 
p- fore, the Knowledge of irs ; Temrh-muſt 
antecede the Knowlege of all other 
e, Truths wharſoever, and be Clearer than 
(> They.-”Which being, ſo mg I 
wander what Thoughts or Conlidexar 


tions. ur OY a 


Bo The Rule of Truth, 


Truth any Service,or giveit any Advan- 
rage; ſince,all others being mcreObſcure 


than 1c, they may, indeed; (could they 


affe& it,) impart to it their own great= 
er Obſcurity, and make it leſs Clear and 
- Intelligibh; than 4c was; but, can ne- 
ver make it Cheerer, as having no preat- 
er, but far 1s Clearneſs themſclves. 
Laftly, As this pretended Neceflicy of 
Explicating, and Meditating, quite de- 
grades yours from. being the. Genin, 
Firff, and, conſequently, © the Right 
Rule of Knowing Truth ; ſo it ob 
oxrs, and gives it a Clear Tule to be 
fuch a Rule, {ince the ar Sheng» of 
thoſe Fir## Truths, expreſs'd by Iden- 
rical Propoſttions, (which is oxr Rule,) 
is ſuch; as is both Impoſhble ro be Ex- 
plicared, and Impoſſible to need; Medi- 
rating, tO Clear it to us; bur, at the 
firſt Inſtant we op2n the Eye of our 
Mind, it d:fcovers it ſelf fully to all 
Mankind, to be mo# True ; and, with- 
all, bepers, firces and fixes us in a Full 
and Firm Alſſent to its Verity. . 
38, Perhaps it will be alledg'd, nor- 
withſtanding what I have faid above, 
That this Clear and Diſtin& Perception 
re 107 v4 Jn 


ſuggeſt, thar can du this: Firſt Rule of 


= mJ > Da hy 2 &” 2” nd i» © 212 2h 


Thoughts and Judgmentsby whar' 


ad Firſt Principles Bt 
is not prerended to be a/Rule of Frith 
iis elf; {o' that ir eftabliſhes-'Tturh 
Firidamentally: ;\1 but of! Truth raler; 
ar; (as the Schools /phraſc ir,} guard 
as; thar'is, a Rul- whereby we mw 
Eby what's Truth, what not: 1 


. iriſtems, that ir- cannot; be deny'd. ro 


be /ach a Rule, in regard-*ris-Evident . 


 that-we* wif Afent, or hold a Thing 


True, 'when weſee clearly and diſtinQ- 
ly\n:is.ſo;, nor ought. we ro:4ſſext, of 
bold it to be True, unleſs we do clearly 
and diſtintly;fee it ro be ſo. 1 anſwer; 
That his Pretence 1s already fore-ſtak 
led; -in divers placesof my former Dif- 
courſe; where it was fhewn;by:many 
Inſtances, that, ever,.inithe Qpmnions 
Learned*Men' held; .rhis Guiding" our 


pears 1Dus a Clear and. Diftin Per- 
ception, .is/Uncertain;- and: Fallagious, 
Whence, in rthe..,Theſis' conſricuting 
this ©Þe your 'Rale, there is tacitly n+ 
voly'd a Falſe Suppofitian-; »'z. That 
thatPerceprion,on which we foleiyscly,is 
Unmiſtak:hle:by us; For, if we may 
miſtake ji. £0 bt really a Perception thus 
lify'd,:whtn it 4s nor, thenourAts 
car may bz Errgncous ; and, how cant 
D 5 an: 


ke of lk; 


be: True 10 x; Of make us know 
tobe Trac 2 If Il am nl rh 
Line, and- the Rule by which I gu 
my 1{clf be ſomerimis Seroight, nnd 
fomerimes Crooked, how is it a RULE 
fo on in that pry ? 
2. In conſtituring Perception 10 
be your Rule, you begin at the wy 
Z+4: For, fecing- this Perception 

an A#, and that the Objet IDecife 
every Ad, and makes it ſuch as it @; 


rig conceive it ) [0 be True al- 
þo.'/"Thi on, then, We 0s 
preſent Cafe, r Frivoloas ; 
and rhe 


alledging it, ET ONS. "» 
Perceive, 1s an A@& ek Uadof end. 


we, and the' ſame as To-Know ; and, 

Oo Wo Pereeive Clearly and wn 's the 

fatne as to know per hence 
ks now [ 


- follows, 'that to ſay hat to 
be True, which | clearly and. diſtin&- 


Nene Geof to be /o,] is the very ſelf. 
Senſe, as to ſay, [What I now 
w be True, I &now to- be/ Frue ; ] or, 
1-anow what I bow: TW) is a 


In Erroneous Judgment, bw ring. | 


the Obje#, or Fhing, be True in 
® hf; and (by beg tn is Tr 


AT .  Do- Act A<_n<..oÞ Tac. 
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B. 


poronrouy 


this clear. 


Senſe or Meaning'of 't 
be Conmeited; which is"dohe re by ga 


mie nul hey A $2 wa: = 


is' that very Rule- which we advance, 
| und the Currc/ione' would'avaid: -On- 
"wel, ; That to make-this'a Rule; 

miſt ſee the Parts of it Self-comet?- 
ed, or Self-evident 5 "og all oc zer:Con- 
5 rn made,” by the Texms bein 
wf mnt eiogs whi 


$5 £816 be Pedured, or Prov'4 | 
er Lhd nns, Ca onniexions. being; all* of 
Iufions, they cannot-pretcad 


r0-be Rules; 'or "Princi es, fance 1 

a i depend ion 2 aye as = 
takons wat fol... Again; 
if tec (as he: muſt, 'if ke means 
any thing, ) that/ bisRule is, That;we 
mult 


dfintilthpsperccive,is thereforeThme: 
Fo, ply probed, an 


++ hny aA clearly So 
ro be Connetted ina | 
tion, that Propoſition is: True : ng 
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que FWhe reeivve tobe: Ih Hiker 
mb 10 be True : ESE top! 
web i$t0-byow ; and that, An 
ars'by Cortefin's ar's Wotds; there citedz 
APearsC whit 's Verdbis thibs; tis the 
ec De Dinnie tharis;0fWhae. 
-wew'to-be True ;\ Join theſe two to- 


r, and" this Principle; 'or Rule; 
(andere To this ; [Thar 
which. Sr r90h dA Dow 16. be 


Tride which 1s a7 mot 
perk Khowledge; arid poge iagy 
moſt evidently «tie: has 


ir, in cf 
to Percerve 'mcans, tO know ; 'and 
rin ##hi nears that which I: bhi 
to bei True : \\which;'1 Hou is/Unc 
deniable by any Mar -of ' Common 
Senſe "And; 1 wonder kow' the Great 
jo of Carteſins conld/imagin'that a 
could be True ro Him, unleſs-he 
>” w it-t9 be Trac 3»-i7- /elf, which 
itihas from its 'Grewnd: ; unleſgihe 
- makes account, that a Thing may-be 


True 
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This, makes; 

nious Mr, Le Grand, ROS 
f..93, that there 

than to a Trwch, ha 


Tone) of any 7h ana 
elf- Connexion Of 


"_ genuil 

being Obvious zoo Army 

rily-pleaſe the Fapcy of the Readers 

Bur, they. go not to the Bottom of any 
ion, They rake the Surface of 

the moſt Dificwlr Points; bur they 'he- 

yer- dig deep into- it,, to: find our the 

Ground and Foundation on which 'Truth 

s built. And, I hope, the ay + 
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miy take my leave of this Point, ane 
apply my Diſcourſe to whar follow'd 
next at our Interview. My 
* 4O; «$29 gow the beginning of 
Conterence,. was to-Convince'you, 
that Truth conſiſted in the Conmexios 
of the Terms; in thoſe Speeches we 
call'd Propoſitions; which evinc'd,” 1 
made account I could eafily prove, 
thar the very Firff Truths, which were 
hho Ligh ro all others, or be the 
le of Truth, were 'fuch Propofiti- 
ons as were Self-conneted, and _ 
, e 


83" 76d(Rule bi) Titith; 


fore Self-evident. | How,” your over-a: 


cute way, hog Jorma my-In- 
tenyzons,' a | my! ragrels, i 
ſeerrabiove. Shvry-ro-chate been: 
ourof that:Dired Roads Which] 


mane R1ghtr:0n64; 4nd one 


g which all ourDiſceurie; would 
be Unconnetfed Talk to no purpoſes: 1 


was'Caſting:.abquj how! to bd ooh into it 
we” 


ASaIN:: Re a:Lrarned a 
Fxiend of dugs, who 

reg rhat {Cogito ego" oro 
rended-:by -you to hap Af Principle ; 
and, he-preſr; axchly 'ig might! be 

thorowlp.examin dyz thar- we: might 


ſeewhape i-badinivrhe ny ron 


an#i fs Principle, 0100,! 13s 
$roubled-to; 1reliquiſk-the Me- 
; thod1 had prefix'd tomy ſelf; without 
Which, 1-{awg the Nature-gf a Firſt 
Principle: could; not. be,; ſettled; ; nos 
ſewn: However, I yieldedto his Re- 
queſt. ', I allow'd then, that, .[Cogizo er- 


gofam} Was! a Tywe and. Evident Conſe- 


quepce, "25 Are 'a thouſand ſuch others, 
viz, Dabito ergo ſnm';.' Scribe, ambula, 
dormio z nay, Summjo. ergo frm, &c.) 
which is what, with Unartentrye Con- 
Hoes, give it. .all/ its Credits and 
makes 
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alin patipt _ 


makes them look þv q us, -as'Unrea- 
ſonable Meh, who, 0 re pprobead. 
do queſtion this Conſequence, or calf 
ir” Naw agg But they are quite 
miſtakeh”; there is 'no_ Body that 


. doubrs ir 1s an- Evident Conſequence ; 5 


ben, there” is a very: wide Difference 
berween a Conſequence and a Principle; 
or rather, if ir be a Conſequente, tho" ne- 
ver fo' good,” it can” never be a Firf 
Primeiple, becauſe; the Premiſks, which 
_ that Conſequence, were before" 

it; andthar Truth,on which all force of 
Conſequence is grounded,, (as was no- 
ted above, is before either of them. 
What we affirm then is,thart ir is not a 
Fir#t Principle, nor could be fo to Car- 
refine, when he propos'd, and made ule 
of it as ſuch: 'And T 2ddreft my {elf, to 
ſhow 'ir had not in it, the nature ww 
ſuch a 'Principle, nor could, with Rea- 
br be pretended ſuch by Carteſius 

imſelf. 

4t. To prove this, I alledg'd, that 
it is an Inſeparable Property, or rarher, 
Eſſential ro Firft Principles, that of Hd. 
muſt manifeſt themflves, robe 


bytheir \ Evjde 
whe: own moſt perfett Sel Ev —_ 


Carrefinr” was- forc'd* to' 
very 


go The Rule of Truth, 
very many prolix Antecedent Diſcourſes, 
to-prove all elfe to be Dubirable kt 
cauſe they were fo, he went on, Enqui- 
ring farther, till he could find fome- 
thing that could not be Doubred ; whi 
he conceiv'd, was. [Cogito ergo fam, 
from which he came to Conclude, that 
this was the Firft Principle, Whence 
I alledg'd, that therefore, thoſe 4nte- 
cedent Diſcourſes. of his, which prov'd 
all elſe ro be Doubtful, were the Rea- 
ſons or Argaments whence he drew his 
Concluſion, that this was the Firſt Prin- 
ciple, Now, Ithink this as-Plain Rea- 
fon as plain can be, that No Man can 
evince a thing to be the Firft in any 
kind whatever, but, becauſe, there is 
nathing before it in that kind. And, 
from this conſideration, I prove my 
Allegation &learly ; - becauſe,” had not 
ths many and farge Antecedent Dif- 
courſes, to prove al: elſe to be —_ 
been True; his Concluſion, wit. t 
[7 his is: the Firſt Principle, ] could not 
have follow'd, or been 7rze neither, 
" For, in. caſe the Senſes had not been 
thus Fallaciows as ſtill ro deceive us, 
| wang ect aa pou 4 age been had 
' Things . without ws HS. 
th 


AIREDUDEPPEALOLDESTPRISESRATESES - 


and Firſt Principles. oX 
thoſe Senſes ; nor had. there-been any 


be. B necd to recur to the Operations of our | 


own Mind, to ſeek for the Grownd of 
all Truth  :5erz, becauſe, we might 
have had ir from the anvs, Ya Nature. 
This being ſo, how many Propoſitions 
did he uſe all along, to prove that our 
Senſes. might all decieve ws ; that we 
know not certainly whether we ſleep 
or woke ; that Mathematical Demon- 
ſtrations might be all Erroneous, &c. 
All which Antecedent _—_ 
by the plain Rules of Logick, ought 


to be more Evident, and more Certain, 
than the Conclaſfion he garher'd, orin- 


ferr'd rhence, viz. that Therefore Thx, 
and. only Th, being Indubitable, and 
Certainly Known, is the Firſt. Princi- 
p Add, that this being Plain Senſ?, 
is own Diſcourſe cverthrews the E- 
ſtabliſhment of his. Firf Principle.. For, 
fince he had not this Firft Principle of 
his'cill he had found ir, nor did he 
find it, till he found all elſe xo. be 
Doubtful; ic will be. ask'd How, 
in virtue of hat Firſt Principle he be- 
while he was = queſt of -it, 
other thi 6 


bz Nin Rule of thus 


m1 he inferr” d thencg, viz, tf Cogitoz 
os ſum) Jbcing 1mp pigtobe dots 
ed of. was his Firlt Princi | Where- 
fore, if he gaided him FOI, by. no —_ 
bitable, or Firſt Prin] Gs all alovg, 
thoſe Antecedent Dikoures, wh ch 
werein reality his Prem es; that Con- 
Yufbn of Hhis,, cannot in. any, Logick 
Yolls 6, NOr be Certainly True, DOr 
ought ro be Embrac'd; eſpecially, by 
ſuch a Philoſopher as he was, Who pro- 
fefſes Doubting of ever thing, till he 
came at his Firſt Principle, that can 
be i» the Jeaft Dubirable.. 
42. 1n Reply ro this Diſcourſe. of 
mine, which ts grounded onthe Sup- 
ofition, thar Carreſius guided himſelf 
by Reaſon,in ſertling his Firft Principle; 
and'on' the | plaineſt Rules of Logick 
that the Premiſſes muſt be Clearer than 
.the' Concluſicy,;, the former. of which, 
1 ſuppoſe you will grant, the- latter is 
obvious to. Common -. Senſe; . you 
Dougie an Ingenious Explication,. by 
way of Symili e, Or Parallel; Which, 
I ike; 71 et ly the Ke of Ar- 
mrs; er5t00, 1h the Car- 
pane Tt'was this. * Suppoſe 
"7 "we: "A Man making great* bs 
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| ad Firſt Prigciples. 9 1 
{iN the {IIA or throwing aſide 
*. Rubbiſh 3 -- and that Task him what ho 
* is doing? He tells me, h he has ati Tn-., 
;renti6n to Build, gt " Foulndas 

ge. for that”End, * WS $ gow 
Way for it.” Now thi Aion Behe 
co like an Ie buſineſs, if we.con- 

*liderit"alone ; bur, if we regard his 

i *: farther Incention of Buildipg, it SA 

*Wiſo and Neceſſary Preparative: And 
_ yer. this Antecedent Action, of pre-' 

"paring: ro* lay a Foyndation, does. 
* nor: give trength''to' the Building, 
*-which is an Aion" quite different 

*fromic'; but the Building dependson 

oP FOUHAAION it-. ſelf, an on, n0- 
+2Wing; ee. Ard," "therefore it "fol: 

<2ows, rgkiyy bf Parvati" "That the 


| FIANEEC t "Diſcourſes of Conf Ms, 


*. aeed not-be ComneFe7 with that Firſt 
4 Principley tas - Prem'fſes, to ifery it 
Conf bedadv'y fince they Teva" bn- 

*ly co #6tmdve'' the Werbb;ſh, "br the 
*Pretende$ Knowledge 'of' Things 
by incans'of «the”Sexſes, which'en- 

<*camber'd the Mind with Frepolſf- . 
+fions;-and;* fo. to make way to lay 
© thagic Firſt" Foundation f Science. 1 
_ _— fdone your Paxalltt all rhe 


Right 


* 


94 The Rule of Truth, 
Right you can expe&: Wherefore, ! 


come- now. to examine what Force it on 
bears, and what Strength ſuch away of I +: 
Diſcourſing has in it ; which, I the ra- by 
ther do, that I may inform thoſe Rea- "6 
ders, who take ſuch kind of Simili- | 
tudes for Reaſons, how , and how M. 
frequently they are deluded, by ſuch 
DRE, Inconcluſeve, and Thogical Me- 
r , | J 


43 Firſt then, 'cis. ſo certain 
known, that | Similirudes do nor ule 
quadrare per ommia, Or, (as they fay,) run 
on four Feet, that it is grown Proverh;- 
al ; which lays a great prejudice upon 
7 ately in-common, 2. I 

wn 


; Material ws ro of 
material, axe particularly liable to this 
Defet. They may: in oft times, 
. ſerve to iPuſtrate fome Truth, _ as ft 
Metaphors to ſure with our Fency ; but 
chen they preſuppoſe tht Truth, which 
they are to iluftrate, to be known ſome 
other Way. Whence, unleſs this be 
done firſt, all they can do is to expli- 
Cate WE know not what, which deſtroys 
che narure of an Explication; for, Ex- V 
plications are-not intended ro, put the NN x. 
Truth of the Point, but ſuppoſe it. 3. All 


the 


UNS B- Bo 


and Firſt Principles.” 95 
the Aﬀtions of our Soul are, or ought 
t0 be Rational ; and have a Dependence 
on one another, by the way of Reg- 
ſon gathering Subſe ' Truths from 
thoſe which preceded. Now, I think, 
's impoſſible to be conteſted by any 
flan who has read Carte/ime's Medita= 
tions, *but thar his Diſcourſes which 
ed his finding out this Firff 
Principle of. his, are reducible to this 
Enthymem ; | For theſe and theſe Rea- - 
ſans, there can no Certainty be had, as 
to Speculative Knowledges, by any In- 
formation had from Outward Objefts 
aheing the Senſes ; therefore, it ought 
to_be ſought for -in ſome. Interiour 
AR of our And, which is moſt Com- 
piepeniove and Peculiar to it, ] which 
e concieved wasCopitation;and thence 
helaid this Firſt Principle : [Cogiro ergo 
ſim] Which being ſo, it follows ne- 
ceſlarily, that the Laying this for his 
Firſt Principle, depended onthe Good- 
nels of the Resſons he had, why our 
Senſes were not to be truſted, nor could 
ive us- Qur Firſt Notions ; whence, 
y reflecting on their Metaphyſical 
Verity, we might have thoſe SclEevi- 
dent, and Firſt Truths, of ours. This, 
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A his 

"ole; but: thats. Is 
Re Keaſojs CO Nenge, 


would nothave follow'd :. 
he have ,had-any Ground , fox” I&c 
ring tO the Interiqur, AZ of Cogita h 


- for his Firſt Principle, in regard xt had 


been given tO, his Hand by meansof 
py Senſes, as was now declar'd. . 4. It 

then evident, that the S»bftgnce 

thoſe antecedent Diſcourlſes.;w Was 
bes d up In the; Enthymem NOW. MEn- 
rion'd, tis manifeſt, - thar this .,Þx- 
plication bf yours' falrers-1 inthe main 
Particular, in which. it ought to ſute, 
and reſemble... Far, -in caſe. thoſe Im- 
preſfions on dur Mind could have been 
made by means of the Senſes, as aforc- 
faid; then thoſe Im or No- 
tions, being the Immediate F449 
on/ which 4s built. af our Knowledge, 
could ,not be calld, or-reſembl'd to 
Rubbiſh ; nor: compar'd- 10-.4-Hole, to 
hy the Fuundatior : ; ow the Holes were 
already 


8 CTCOoOOomDhbep wo tang OmacGcGma SMALL AGO 


dud Firſt Printiples. H7 
Already made in thoſe: Inlers, our Sex- 
-ſes;; which were Pervious to the Ef 
. vis alfeting the Seat - Arwdgs_-<- 
-and- thence, the Sox. ' So that your 
($imilicudeis, in effect, the Begging the 
whole :Q4e/tion; and can haye no Force 
at all, but by our Granting it ; which, 
.I ce phainly, we ſhall never have Rea- 


-ſon:to_ do: - Rather, unleſs this Petitio 
i ( which is racitly involv'd in 


Parallel). be yielded by us, or provid 


-by,you,:it makes againſt your ſelves. 
«For, by Denying all tuch certain Infor- 


mation from the Senſes, you will be 
faund, not; to- rewove: the Rubbifth, in 
order.to lay the Foundation ; but, to ep 


_ Way to the laying any.;. and, to 


3 up all the Holes, by. which the 


-» Materials could come into ous Mind;, 


where-only ſuch a Fowndation could 
have. -been_/azd. ' Ar leaſt, .you ſee, 
your Exphieation. amounts to nothing ; 


rand, that:your Similicude 1s /arze in all 
us Legs, and his not oze: Sure Foot to 
- fand on. Which will, 1: hope, .ſufh- 


ciently inform others, that this 'Way 
of Explicating, 10 mightily affe&ed 
by Cartefews, and. his Followers, is ut- 
tezly Invgnificant. I ſhall hope _ 

Tna% 


o8 Fe Rule of EFruth, 
that this Paper will light into the hands 
.of {ome (Readers, who are 10 Intelli. 
gent, .asito diſcern, that: this:Explica- 
-zive Way 4s taken up; to- avoid: the 
Way of..Rigorows - Proof ;. which is fo 
Untciendly ro a Doctrine that wants 
\Principles. | 
.-- 44 Whence I ſhould give this Ad- 
viceto all Ariftotelians, that whenever 


;the Cartefians ' would obtrude. upon 


- them their Ingenious Explications, 
would demand of them ſwmartty, 'by 
- what Grounds they 4zow,'or will prove 
£0. others, that \wharithey (explicate, is 
True ; wichout-doing' which in the 
«rt pluCe, no Explicarion ought to be 
admitted. It may ſerve for a kind of 
Currying' Favoer With! weaker Under- 
. Pandings ; but it can never ;mprove any 
| Intelligent Man Jin Solid Knowledge, 
nor make him one Jor the Wiſer. 
- :45--After this,” we Came Io argue 
''thar other Objefion of mine, That 
« Fir. Princ:ples, Of all others, muſt be 
»0#t "Clearly and Diſtinftly Knows ; 
© becauſe they ought to be, of all others, 
'mno#t Knowable ;' there being no-others 
-$+fere, them, by means of -which they 
.anighr come to be bitter Knizyni Now, 
7 603 4 Carteſins 


ple. $.Is en- 

| PE £5 Prin- 
271 4 il Part 3 1 CVe- 
nd, | nes in ording- 
1 we do hot wellknow 


Wo na $-nle tells us, 


y. rat: all-;* much more is 
it Difallowable. in Phiboephical Mat- 
ters, where, Exo# Trath is aini'd at; 
and moſt of all in Fof Ertaviplen which 
mult be moſt. Se evident... Youfeem'd 
to: -254- an Obſcure Knowlcdge of the 

Subje was 1ulſficient. ' Bur, how. an 
Obſcure Knowledge gan. be exther Clexr, 


EEE 
ne/por Hence cory, pas, 
| ; ar-dipgy i NL 


as here. It, mv Wage Clear, ond 
iQ, is, 1 der «ny Man's 


- 


(4-5 WEVEr, 'F Jet your ſmooth 
fx 10n i de, without preſſi ing Wy 


E 2 Diſcourle 


x00 - The Rule.of, T 
Diſcourſe roo forcibly : For, it had 
been "ſomething Rude, ar '{o Civil 'R 
Viſit in. Pb Graber,» rg 7: 
Things forward 'tqo. ri 7.96 
5G roaffet the VI 
rower ' Bur our Frieri@ 


It, art 4 T3 I. 
One Det are Pro FM 
as it was Evidentthat this Principl 
of yours had+in-jt "73s; ahll fe C 
ry Differene ones. "Fors[Cogpb)'is a 
: Speech that Af Re picitts 
iy | Propeſiti 0 | bves in it all 
the Three Parks ns hike pleas Teh 
, # dearly the fame as ['Ppo 

ſuns Copirehig as [ Swm, | for the Liſe 


Reaſon, implies, ifs ſuns 'Exiſtenc ;) 


which :is*evident on: 109, 

and 'D Diftn#'frotn he ofbty. « our Wh- 

{wes was,” Phat, 'hotwi 7” 

«manner of Expre 

-amounted to but 

- Ggnify'd-no more'Bur +2 foe Ca- 
irans,] But Lreply'd, ®FHat' this 4 


the Firſt ONION and' tence Ia k 
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Res Copitans. | A 
wa fc Caen | 0th bh 


ts ud TE 


that to! 


wy evuly a 
tis beyond Ng 


, Dk do i, un- 
"and fignificant 


hf Creatures can 
uſe, muſt, for be fats loſe their Sig- 


E 3 NIfiCa- 


102 Tha Rule of 'Trath, 


his 
we RS bh. majors 


We diſcomrſe a wnldey., © 
fie of pi x were this'admitted, 


_ It will never be allow'd by other 
phers, who” are Diſ- 'mereſſed, 

ate Concern for 

WT ſcerd to hays. 
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anil Firſt Prideiplot 103 
ta ancther, as his Firſt: Dr/fign Ied:hings 


and in putting his, Conceptions Clears 
fc mean, according'ro the: Firft ſorts 


Cherneſs, mention d above; & 35% 
Summ 1s. this ; Withour Pr 
tion, we cannot Peak; and, withoun 
Klative Particles, we cannot make uſe 
af our Rationality ; both! which, not- 
withſtanding, you .do not ſeem very; 
willingly _- heartily roadmir. Had 


1.been of your Party, I ſhould, have 
is d you to have flatly dcny'd: alb 
faws, Inferences, Ante cedemts, Con-. 
£3 and, L >; Word, alt 

ol. 4 all kind. of Conpexien ; and 
been impailihle for any Manio 
Arrack you, or; bring any.'Argament. 
aghinff you ; 1.add,! me FRE 203t for 


your ſelves. -. 
4$-. The General if Mohan tx [ 
ws E might wn 3 of Philoſephery 


t90) being much govern'd by Fapcy 

Lam to expe, ſ\uch.a High b | 
tion as. is Oe foregoing Di urſe, 
_ gs ny 2 Civil Entertainment. 


pong Fact Ce ne If 
got- &t 
. of 2nd wk 1 ask them fa em 


Rr ucſtions ; leaving the Re- 
ay E 4 " ſalving 


104 The Rule of Truth; 
folving them to thethſelves. -* x; Whe- 
ther there be not ſuch Propofitions;as 
thoſe I call Identical ? 2. Whether 
Marhemaricians, and ſome' others , 
who treat of Philoſophy in 4 Marhe- 
matical Method, have not - propos'd 
fuch before me, and made uſe of them? 
3: Whether: ſuch Propoſitions ate not 
rhe - 18) 0 ae and the Firſt 
of all others ? 4. Whether they are 
not Self-evident, and' force the Aﬀent 
of all Mankind ?. 5. Whether we can: 


beDeatin'd in Fudging them: Selfzevii: 


dence; as we: may, and often ate; *in 
Judging that we Clearh' and -Diffint#* 
hy know @ thing to be Trae # "6: WheZ 
ther they have not an Univerſal In- 
—_— in their Way, -over'all Traths,' 
*ris Demonſtrable, that all the Force of 
Conſe e is Grounded on' them ? 
: "Whether, all theſe Qualifications 


evident Knowableneſs of Identical Pro. 


pail this _ Light, or Intel- 
igibility, -which/{o-neceſlarily appears- 
ir chem, ought 'het; with Juſt Right,' 
entitle Them to be held the RULE 
by which to know all other Traths#. 

" - Laſtly, 


pecially all Deduced Truths ; fince- 


ſhewn' to be found 1n-the Self-. 
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We of ne Term a Propane? 
ala Baking af” 8d P edeg or 
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others, * that [Mt - not m1 ak, 


e them Felt ew; dent, 5 
alf nkind Fly eo [Lt Tg; 
7g . nal thinkthe {ame of them We 
& *, And, whethar,; on the atlier fi ide, 
ay oflibly be bea, to,others, hag 
es do Char and Dif intily 
une a Thing, Fo De Op, we, Without pro- - 
ducing fnally., {me Propoſition that 
is s Unmiokable and. Sel -cvident to Ee 
Man ?. When . they have 'duly 
weigh? d each of theſe Particulars, and 
the Proofs brought for them, 1 appcal 
front their Fancy, to their Reaſon, WHG= 
her Lhave nat-done. a Juſt and Necc- 
ſary Duty ro Philoſophy, in endea- 
youring ro {crtle the Rule of Truth up- 
on-:{o_Scl:4 and Evident a: Baf's ; 2 and, 
whether.I could have Ae Fe cGu- 
lative in ſuch a Hig T, | Ie- 
quires a Deep Inf; OE: inco the very 
Center of -all T mg whatever, even j: 
the Reſolving 1 n F nall and of 16 :Otura _ 
ly, in | Effential Truth i 5 ſelf 7 if; theſe 
Conkdcrations. do x grquiz me. Ypoo 


65 The hike off 
either Account, 1 Earimot but Think Wy 


RIF UnjufPly Condemy d;" and, 1 hops; 


tle whole Cour: of Philoſophers, 

; va Sigcere, "will Jidge 

* 49. To dear mm Roni yep 

this Uncommott Method 'of Phiſe 

plizing, k could farther alledge, rþ 
Locke, in his Efſay, B. 4. eb.T; 


Firf At of the Mind, is, t0 perceive it; 
ewn Ideas ; and, that One of them # net 
Another ; that is, that each of ther 4 
is felf only ; which is an Idntical Pro- 
tion. —That thu x fo Abſolgtely Ne- 
eſſary, that, without it, there, could he 
»o Knowledge, no Reaſcuing,—no Diſt init 
Thoughts at all. Which tufficiently ex- 
preſſes it. to be .the Firff Truth, 'or 
RULE of TKEUTH, which influen- 
ces all other Truths ; ſince, wxhout it, 
nothing at, all could be Enown. —That 
s Man infallibly knows that the Tdeas of 
White, and" Reund, are the wery Ideas 
they are. —That rbs ts the Fir Fg 
de 


went, of D,ſagreement, (that'is, the Firf 
Truth, ) the M:nd' percerves in its Ideas. 
— That Men of Art have, for ready Ap- 
$1164} 08% i a! Caſes,. redac'd* —— 

| hoſe 


$. 4- gives us this Dodrine ; that The | 
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___ avi FirtPrindiples* ror 
thoſe General Rules, | What is, is,] ci 
Ih all which, (as he docs in-divers 
other main Speculative Points, )-he-{6 
grey agrees" with rne, that, cho' 
not P on »y ovn Grounds] 

I need no ttiore bur theſe of 433, x5 
draw ſuch Immediate Con 
thence, as would eſtabliſh and aber my 
Thefis, Indeed, it did not lie inithe 
Way of that very Learned Man's Spe- 
clulation, ro-refte& on the Univerſal 
Influence Identical Propoſitions have 
over all Truths, and all Knowlapges,. 
whatever ; and therefore, his Diſ-Ske 
of them afrerwards, ( chap. 8. ) cari/be 
thought to relate only to ther oppre” 
kended Uſelc/nefs : Tho', even rheve; 
($.'2.)) he acknowledges an Excellent 
Uſe of them too ; where he ſays, that 
[ Waat is, is, | may ferve ſometimes, (he 
might have id, Ahpvays When it neetts 
ed, ) ro ſhew a Man the Abſurdity-b is 
Gu:lry cf, woen, by Circumbkecution;' op 
Amb-gucus Terms, be wou'd, in pavtich- 
lar Injtances, deny the ſame Thing of if 
ſelf ; becauſe no body will ſo openly bid 
Defiance to Commun Senſe, as to affeen 
V.fible and Dire4 Contradictions, plain 
Weords. To which Reflexion of — 
$ ys: 


1083 The Rule of Trath, 
this Learned Gentleman pleaſcs to add, 
That whoever diſcourſes -Falſe.on:any 
Subje&, does, at the ſame time, make 
thas Subjet mot t6:be-whar it is, Or (af 
the Queſtion be of ſome. Mode) .at\ft 
iss his Pcnetrative Judgment. cannot 
anger, angry ob wemgger 
are Uſeful in all Quelizons, ell 
rang, all Diicourteg whatlo» 
ever, .if the Way of Reducing Inferious 
Truths to Them, were ,but well: im. 
prov'd, and cultivated. 
50..1 much value your good Opi- 
nion ;. and, I perceiv'd, I was in dan- 
ger of loſing ut, by a hint you gave 
me, -with, a Diſ-reliſhing Air, that 1 
Ccall'd Cartefus a Fanatick ; which yau 
thought very harſh, In Anſwer, I de- 
py the Charge. *'Tis one Thing to ſay, 
that, when Carte/is was laying his Me- 
thed to Science, by denying his Senſes, 
and deveſting himſclf of all his former 
Knowledges, which (as my Author 
expreſſes it ) was.no leſs than to Un- 
man himſelf, be fell, for ſome few Days, 
into a Spice of Enthuſiaſm ;, nay, was 
brim-full of it ; and fancy d he had Vi- 
frons and Revclations 3 ſo that he ſeem'd 
Crack-brain,d, Or to have drunk a Cup 
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and FihPindplet rog 
too th 5 which are; the: very Words 
aCartefian, who' wrote his Life, has 
giver: us, (> 34 35» 6.) And,>'ris 
hia.Fanatick; or Enthiutaſt, al b;s £5 
and tin. every: Aion he did, tr 
he writ 3. tha Former" of which-caft 
neicher be deny 4 With. Z7uth, nor the 
Later obje&ed with any ee of Mor 
deftj: Nor, docs i fare, with the h 
GharaQter 4, have given-gf him, in thi 
Preface to my Method, and the 'Encou 
miuns I have, upon Occaſion, beſtow- 
ed on divers of his Books. 1 beſeech 
you, Sir,: be, ſo Juſt, as ro ſtare my 
Caſe right. , 1 was. writing a ME 
THOD to SCIENCE, and ewe 
other Mctheds, (if, indeed, they do nor 
fall into the ſame, ) which look'd ves 
ry Extravagant, did lie croſs my Way 4 
which, unleſs 'I remov'd,” my whole 
Dehign had-been ſpail'd, and of rio EF: 
fect. 1 mean,that of Malbranche, which 
makes all Humane Science come: by Di- 
wine Revelation: And; ibat of Cartefins, 
that. we muit deny all qur Knowledge 

of Natural Truths, had-by our Senſes. 
Theifercling this Lact Method, had; 
confeediy, loſt Cartemobis Witg, fog 

| 9 


nie 


realon-to fear, thatthe following the 
fame. Method might do 
chicf to orders, who! 
Weog Mio as that Great Man: had; 

too, there-do'nor want In+ 
ſtances, The former' Method, advaty- 
ced by Molbranche, 1 {aw evidently, 
brought a kind of Fanaticiſm into Phi- 


ro ti - For, FT beheve, no :Man 
doabis,..but that rhe Genius 'of Funs- 
#icks 1s, Cs) OVer- kap all. Humane Means, 
and ro: pretend that their Light of 
K abi comes to them immediare- 
ty from GOD. . My Fauk, then, on- 
ly{ conſiſted in this,-rhat I was ſuch a 
Eriend- to Truth, and ro Mankind, as 
to endeavour (to'my Power ) (6 avert 
fach: Miſchiefs from young' Students, 
by: fore-warning them of. what had 
prejudic'd' orhers, and therefore might 
highly prejudice thew'; and, to -con- 
fure thofe Ways to Science, that fo'di- 
realy thwarred' mine, which, 'my'beſ 
car told! me, was the True one. 
Now, this being a Task ſo' Unewoid- 
ble ro one in my Circumltances; and 
the: Confuring ſuch Rtrange: Methods 
being, with good Reakon, judg'd by 
oe 4 me 
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tho' 1 have done no-more but joy the 
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moſt 


' Words of thtir own Authors. Be- 


fides, every Cindid Reader will, hen 
Fally diſcern, tharir is not 6ot of Pi, 
inſt their Perſons; bit; putely, our 
my Diſ-;ke "of cheir Unprincipl'd 
and Dangerous Methods, that pots 
oppos'd them, af all. Dig en T =] 
mated Reflexi0ns y elt'7 
Pry: 1 charge Fefibin 
piery, bor Polly ; Which" every” An- 
agoniſt in Phi Tet" Debates®# 
fore '4 ro obxeAto-hisAdverfary. © 
5.1. Bur, am 1 the only Man, of 0tr 


+ 7 Ra here” Enrlind; who 
u ugh 1 ir- the AneereRt of 23% phy. 
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| formers ; he 
Fol ES nh abſurd O- 
Pigion. of e, which 1 noted 
above. He = Vs 4, Summary, .and 
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Farallcl C. Kg of his Decrine 
art chat ich 1 3, That We 
jo web Ihe [nj =vpet ' the mlelves, but, only 


heir Ideas, Db the 5 ſees in. GOD: 
pre 5 tbe res no poſi wbility 4 ſ[ee- 
ring, 


Tor us Hh PcePh, in Fam # 
whic contamms. 4 aſter an 
why mapper. . Bodies therefve, 


gnd their Þ ore (only ).;ſeen 3% 

GOD, _ 77 s he}. Manwho 

reads this Fook, to nor really ſee. the 
iealf,r bus the tug of it, which js 

in. GOD. 4 he deſeryedly; 
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f0# in us, T6 which rhe Body does 208 
rally eonentr? -So thar * Mankind has} 
ir 1 Joſt" ts hrimulity-;: at> 


hot) NatW ally" Ser 
kad, tt 66 bir onhy/s5 al bog 
or by :GOD's Ad te Power mt 


Ring us ſuch; every time-we'are to uſe" 
our Senfes. He proceeds: "According t0' 
bim, it is impoſſible for any Man'to move, 
bis own- Arm ;- but; when be is Willing 
to move - it, GOD takes *;" "a Tihvoex- 
it vp and "down, as the Man Willh. «if 
a Rebellious Son, or Subjett, murtbier big 
Father, or his Prince, by fabbk __ 
the Man himſelf does not thruſt 


fird into bis Father's or Prince's rely 


Bur GOD Almighty tbts1t, without 
Other ewe tl rr errongy 


Will, Ir ro, our. Lawy' ace very- 
Vault; which do not Hang Men for 
24 meerly 
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'r wAt ugto 
c rproeoe wa Proofs ;.. then 
Ee .meerly name, ar put: x 
v;,6n9, one Principle. of 
of they . judge to. be. the 
moſt Evident, of . any 
eand, which. chey will youch 
De Na 3 
5 undertake, 10 .De- 
et Is 0. Principle, 
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bas 


= 


icy -A a PEP mas op 
tHek to be. SE an Overture 


DCCERSOaYL MOOSOUONSUIbICTOnDMgnEttNTSAMECYSsS > -a 


avd Firlt Principles. 12x 
than a Challenge ) be as friendly Accepr- 
(das it is meant, it muſt needs draw 
us doth rhe Eyes of all Learned 
_ eerie «ths = "= 
es ially, i 
i know whethes 
the mA much ich fam d Philoſophy of Car- 
refine be Solidly Princip d, or only Ex- 
wavagently Wir : And, their ExpeCta- 
tion - will be ſtran ly rais'd, ro ke 
whar will be the ings of a Controver-- 
fie thus cloſely manag'd ; our Philo 


ſophical Combar being, this means, 
brought to rhe ig, by and: a Finel 


Decifion by Principles. which arc 
the Arma Decretoria ot ruth. For, if 
i ſhall: hap ro appear that Carre/aan's- 
Doctrine has nor fo much as a»y: One 
Principle, which is- truly ſuch, "their 
Cauſe will-be quire loft, paſt hopes of 
— Zur, if it ſubſiſts by Prin- 
-- ang then I muſt make chem Satisfa- 
by acknowledging. pubiick!y, 
—_ t have fooliſhly over-ween'&; and 
take the Shame to- my: ſelf, tor my 
Raſh Prefſumption. We may confine 
our felves ( as 1 ſaid) to halt a Sheewof 
Paper: All ſhall tr manger by pure” 
Dis. of Reaſon ;, and,. he thas utes. _ 
P 
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leaſt Uncivil Word to his Adverſary; 


and falls into Peſſicn, ſhall be: held ro\ 
have loſt his Cauſe, / and to be reduc'd- 
tO a Nonplus, Every Man, acquainted * 


with Humane Aﬀairs, knows that, in 
ſome Caſes, [ Reſponſum non  diflum,] 
may be a ſufficient Plea to juſtifie one 
wha is to vindicate his Chriſtian Cre- 
dit, unjuſtly atrack'd, without any 
Provocation. given to his Oppoſer. It 
happens too, often times, that a Man 
Cannot clear himſelf fully of thoſe Ble. 
miſhes with which he 1s afers'd, but 
by laying them at the Door of the In- 
jurious .Aﬀronter ; whoſe Faults, if 
they be Great ones, cannot be ſo much 
as Nawm'd, but the Words which ex- 
preſs them muſt needs ſound barſbly, 
Retorted Language, in ſuch a Caſe, is 
only the Rebcund of the Agegreſlor's 
Vioknt Strokes, upon Himſelf; and 
are not thrown at him, but only Rever- 


berated from an Obyc& incapable to re- 


ceive their Impreſion. Bur, eſpecial- 
ly, ſach a Replicr is excuſable, when 
he obſerves ſuch a Temper and Mea- 
ſure, that he imputes no. Impiery or Ir- 
religion to his Advecrſary ; bur rather, 
Charitably excuſes him from any ſuch 
| high 
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end Firſt Principles. 123 
high Crimes, even tho' he had cauſlel(- 
ly;ard uncharitably, imputed the ſame 
to himſelf; which (as I hope every 
Man will obſerve 1s the diltinguiſh+ 
ing Character between Mr, Le Grand's 
eſfrve, ard my Defen/#yve. Not- 
withſtanding, however ſuch a Car- 
riage againſt! an Aſſulter may, in 
Prudence, ſeem ſometimes unavoid- 
able';- yer, certainly, it is, i it ſelf, 
neither Edifying to good Chriſtians, . In- 
ftrutive to the Learned, nor Profitable 
ro the Readers. Therefore, to avoid 
it for the future, and to clear Truth, 
which ought, to be our only Care; I 
have thought fit to make this Faireſt 
and Civillet Overture. ' If it be ac- 
cepted, neirher Party, in Caſe they do 
ſeek Truth, - can be juſtly diſpleas'd. 
But if it be refus'd, and that my Op- 
poicrs reſyive to; purſae their former 
Rade Method, . 1 ſhall hope thar all-#7/e 
and Good Men will hold me Excus'd, 
(1 dare fay, your ſelf will, ) it 1 de- 
cline the Ungrateful Task of -Recipro- 
cating the Saw of Contention ; bur let 
them Kill} wrangie on Contentcdly to 
themſelves, and apply my Thoughts ro 
better Things. 
| #. 55. It 
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55. It remains, PR, that 3 
beg your Pardon for Publiſhing this 
Paper, without acquainting: you- firſt 
with my Deſign. Burt, fince you are 
ICs, nib ron phateen 
you int 4 you your 
FIf..- Beſides, I have diſcours'd with 
ether Cartefians, of your Profeſlion, 


cannot particularize you, in the leaſt, 
And, hace this Paper has. no. other 
Tendency, but to Clear Truth, I bave 
reaſon to-preſfume,. thar your Candour 
would not have been diſpleas'd art it. 
I intreat you to do me that Juſtice in 
your Thoughts, as not to interpret 
this Addreſs, by way of Lerrer, to be a 
kind of Challenge, or Provocation.. 1am: 
too: well acquainteg. with the Study 
and PraQtife, in which you are ſo Law 
dably and Sueceſsfully, employ'd, to- 
think it can allow you any: Leaſure 

an. Awccaticn. {0 Impertincnt \to your 
Propes and Preciſe Buſineſs. F hope 
my | Idee. Cartefiane Expenſe ] may. 


give you. Satisfaction in divers 
Points. 


upon the ſame Subje& ; and, added, 
for their ſakes, ſome Paſſages, which,. 
otherwile, - had not needed : So-that it 
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and Firſt Principles. 125 
Points. Bur, I muſt bcfpeals your 
Pardon, while you peruſe ir, for the 
many Errata. It lip n'd, that the _ 
Compotiror underft no Latin; and 

(beſides other Faults, ) in two or three 
fond our þ pt wi in what I had 


out in amending my 
my Circumſtances = Cup 
_ I could nor ahrars be in Town, 


w-Ccorre the Preſs. 


Honoured SIR, 


Your Sincere Friend, 


and Humble Servant; 


. # & 
s * | 
| a - | . 


Some Books Printed for, and Solty 
Abel Roper, at the Black-Boy, 
.. over againſt $t.Dunſtan's Church 


" . ## Fleet-ſtreer. 


C0/id Philoſophy Aſſerted, againſt” the 
FJ Fancies of the Ideiſts : Or; The Me- 
thod to Science farther WWuſtrat:d, With 
Reflexions on Mr. Locke's Eſſ:y concern- 
ing Humane UnderFHtanding. By F.S. 
The Hiſtory of Poland, 1n ſeveral Let- 
rers to Perfons of Quality ; in- Two 
Volumes: Comprehending an Account 
of the Form of Government in that 
Kingdom; King's Power, Court and 
Revenues , the Senate, Senators, and 
all orher Officers; Of the Religion, 
Dyer, and Littl: Dyets, with other Al- 
ſ{emblies and Courts ; Of the Imter-reg- 
mum and EleCtion, and Coronation of 
the King and Qeen, with all the Ce- 
remonies; Of the preſent Condition of 
the Gentry and Commonalty, as like- 
wiſe, of the Genias, Characters, Lan- 
guages, Cuſtoms and Manners, Milita- 
ry Aﬀairs, Trades and Riches of the 
Poles : Together with an Account of 
the City,zof Dantzic's QrigiayProgrels, 
| | an 
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and Preſent State of the Teutonick Or- 
der, and the Succeſlion of all its'Grear 
Maſters: Of the preſent State of Learn- 
ing, Natural- Knowledge, Praftice of 
Phylick, and Diſeaſes, in Poland : And, 

y, A Succin@ Deſcription of the 
Dutchy of Carland, and the Livonian 
Order; with a Series of the- ſeveral 
Dukes, and Provincial Maſters. . With 
a Table for both Volumes ; and a Scul- 
pture of the Dyet, in their Seſlion. By 
Bernard Connor, M.D. &c. Compos'd 
and Publiſh'd by Mr. Savage. 

Of the Nature and Qualification of Re- 
ligion, in reference to Civil Society. Writ 
ten by Samuel Puſſendorff; Counſellor of 
State tothe late King of Sweden. Tranſ- 
lated from the Original. | 

Merriage-Ceremonies : Or, The Cere- 
monies uſed in Marriage in all Parts of the. 
World. : Very diverting, eſpecially ro 
Ladies. By Scignior Gays. Tranſlated 
from the Italian. The Second Edition: 
With an Addition of Remarks on Mar- 
riage ; by Mr. Brown. 

A Defence of Dramatick Poetry : BE- 


10g a Re-view -of Mr. Collier's View of 


the Stage. In Two Parts- 
A Voyage to the Ealt-Indics: Giving 
____ 


gue 

, Of Goa, Cameron, Orme, 

and the Coaſt of Brafl; with the ReN- | 
gion, Cuſtoms, Trade, &c. of the Inha- 
itants. As alfo, O_ of yy nf 
tempers peculiar to the Eaſtern Coun- 
nies. To which is wn ahnaer raw" 
Mr. de Remefort's Hiſtory of the Eeſt- 
Indies : With his Propoſitions of the Im- 
provement of th&Ea/#-India Company. 
The New Atlgs: Or, Travels and Voy- 
eges in Europe, Aſa, Africa and Ameri- 
Ea; thro' the moſt Renowned Parts of the 
World, viz. From England to the Darda. 
nelles,thenCe tOConftantimople, Egypr,Pale- 
fine,or The HolyLand,Syria, Meſopotamia, 
Choldea,Perfia, Eaſt-India,China,Tartary,, 
Moſcovy and Polandthe German Empire, 
Fanders and Holand ; toSpain, and the 
Weft-Indies: With a brief Account of E- 
#biopia ; and the Pilgrimages to: Mecha 
and Medina in Arabia, eomaining what 
is Rare,and worthy of Remarks,in thoſe | 
vaſt Countrics;relating to Building, An- F 
riquitics, Rehgion, Manners, Cuitoms,, 
Princes Courts, Aﬀairs Military and Ci- 
vil, or whatever etc is worthy of Note. 
Perforin'd-by an EnghſbGemkman,imn 
ov Years Travels, more Exact than ves. 


